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Overview 
The playground is a well-used and a treasured facility in Batheaston. It serves not just the residents 
that live close to the location on the Elmhurst Estate but also parents and children who come to the 
park after school. It also acts as meeting point for parents to meet other parents with their children 
and is an important place for exercise and fresh air (current Corvid restrictions allowing). 
 
We currently have CIL funding available to the value of £18,000. Which I am informed can be used 
both for new equipment and maintenance/upgrade of existing equipment.  
 
Playground Equipment 
From looking at the equipment and obtaining professional advice, there are some key areas that 
need to be addressed as matter of urgency for the safety of users. In summary: 

1. All wooden areas need to be sanded and varnished including tables and benches. 
2. Where applicable equipment bases need to be replaced with new matting or rubber mulch. 
3. Painting of older equipment to spruce up would be advisable. 
4. Small toddler climbing frame – needs the roof replaced.  
5. Wooden toddler swings – the main posts move making this unstable. 
6. Rocker horse – in great condition and just needs rotten foot boards replaced 
7. Seesaw – in great condition needs metal flaps made safe and a repaint 
8. Slide – this has rust spots on the inside of the side panels which could cause injury. This 

needs to be replaced. 
9. Wire slide – seat and standing plate needs replacing. 
10. Swings – great condition could do with a lick of paint 
11. Children’s large climbing frame – one upright is rotten and some of the climbing bars are no 

longer attached. The upright can be replaced, the equipment apart from this is okay. 
12. Bucket swing – in good condition but a number of the sleeper surround needs replacement 

and some parts are splintered. 
13. Tables and benches need sanding down and revarnishing. 

 
In addition, fencing, tree pruning and basketball net need further investigation. 
 
This work is essential to keep the playground operational at a safe level. 
 
Funding 
I am investigating additional funding routes from Ibstock/ Enovert, National Lottery, Wessex Water 
and Curo and I am sure there will be more as I proceed through the various sources. 
 
The Challenge 
Given the state of the playground, I fear that by the time we have additional funding the equipment 
that could be salvaged will be lost, and with this an increase in the safety risk for children using it. 
After speaking with Councillor Squire we would like to propose a three stage plan: 
 
Stage 1: Fix – Bring the equipment that is damaged back into full usage and spruce up the other 
equipment. This will require the need to employ a third party specialist to upgrade the various parts 
that are damaged and make good the areas where matting is no longer fit for purpose. 



Stage 2: Engage – Reach out to the community to help with upgrading (varnishing, painting) the 
current equipment. A second part of this would be to gauge what they want the playground to be 
for them and their children in the future. I already have some people willing to help with this. 
Stage 3: Build – Produce a five-year strategy for which pieces of equipment will be upgraded and 
when and what new equipment should be included. We could also look to bring in Transition 
Batheaston to develop wildflower meadows in areas of the playground with limited or no footfall. 
 
Stage 3 and its timings will be determined to what extent we can get extra funding and when and 
that is the unknown. What we do know is that the playground is really not fit for purpose at the 
moment and we need to address this as soon as we can. 
 
Next steps 

1. Continue to apply for new funding. 
2. Address the state of the playground and ask three companies to quote to bring it back to an 

acceptable level of safety as a matter of course. 
3. Work with Tamsin to create engagement in the community regards the playground. 


