
Batheaston Parish Council 

Registration of a Domain name 
 

Background 
Batheaston Parish Council (BPC) is currently the registrant for the two domains: ‘batheaston.org’ 
which is used for the BPC web site; and  ‘batheaston.org.uk’ for the email address of BPC councillors 
and staff. This in itself needs attention; both should ideally use the same domain name. 

Furthermore, for BPC to be able to access all UK Government services, it is advised, and in some 
cases required, that the council uses a .gov.uk domain.  For instance, if a BPC member emails a 
government department, if they are not using a .gov.uk address, they may not be able to contact the 
relevant team, and their email is rejected.  

Requirement 
For BPC to register an additional domain – ideally ‘batheaston.gov.uk’. This will be used for the new 
web site, and all email addresses.  

The Government Digital Service (GDS) controls the allocation of .gov.uk domains, ensuring that the 
domains are not misused.  Only certain domain registration agencies are allowed to carry out the 
.gov.uk registration (via GDS). The costs are broadly similar – the selected registrar is Fasthosts. They 
have been a domain hosting/registrar for >20 years, and are now owned by the same company as 
IONOS (formerly 1&1). 

Costs 
Initial registration including the first 2 years domain fees  - £109 plus VAT; subsequent 2 years 
registration- £61 plus VAT.  In other words, an annual hosting/domain fee of £30.50 per annum, and 
an initial domain application processing cost of £48, all plus VAT.  

The existing .org.uk domain will be retained for a period, to manage the process of migration.  
(£10.49 per annum) 

Once the new web site is live, the existing domain will be transferred to Fasthosts, and auto 
redirected at the new .gov.uk domain. 

Approval Sought 
Council is asked to confirm:  

1. Its support for requesting Batheaston.gov.uk, and to undertake the tasks that will be 
necessary for the Clerk and Councillor Jeffryes to manage this, and by each Councillor to 
facilitate the transfer.  

2. Its retrospective approval for the payment of £109 + VAT already made to Fasthosts to 
initiate the process of requesting Batheaston.gov.uk.  
 
Note : Annual payments subsequently, as detailed above, will be added to budgets, 
payments to be approved at the time.  
 

Councillor Andrew Jeffryes / Richard Maccabee (Clerk) 
12/6/20 


