
Response to Local Plan Partial Update Review – Batheaston Parish Council, June 2020 

Context / Background 

(note that I am not sure if this has any weight in the process; it may be ignored) 

- Batheaston characteristics: dispersed, demographics (what?), lack of sports facilities 

- Housing stock, significant number of properties that could benefit from improved insulation, heating, solar power?  

- AONB … “green belt” …? 

- Batheaston benefits from, but can also suffer from, its proximity to Bath.  Particular concerns arise from:  

• transport and parking, displaced commuter traffic  

• residential and commercial property, effects  

• pollution? 

• Impact of policies which can put Batheaston businesses at a disadvantage  

Also note the following from Sarah Warren’s submission:  

“There should be an explicit policy protecting Bathampton Meadows from development of an unacceptable nature, detailing its importance to the West of 

England Nature Recovery Network, and its key roles in supporting (1) flood management for the city of Bath, (2) biodiversity enhancement as a key location 

for nature within the Nature Recovery Network, (3) carbon sequestration through enhancement of species rich grassland, (4) environmental quality for 

people to enjoy, and (5) creation of an active travel network connecting the villages east of Bath.” 

The Consultation  

In the following table: the first three columns are BANES’:  

• a reference to the Local Plan section;  

• comment from BANES’ Planners; 

• whether or not the section is included in this partial update. I have greyed out these sections, but I have included a number where Sarah has 

indicated that they should be included in the review, and where I think BCP may wish to support this view.    

The next column is a proposed submission from Batheaston Parish Council (BCP), more often than repeating or heavily based on Sarah Warren’s submission 

(as Ward Councillor, but substantially as “Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency”) 

And the final column is a comment from me, in may cases highlighting those policies that I believe BCP may have a strong view on.  



  



Policy Assessment Included in 
the partial 
update? 

Proposed submission RM Comment 

CS:DW1 District-
wide Spatial Strategy 

The strategic district-wide dwelling and 
jobs requirements will not be revised 
through the Local Plan partial update. 
They will need to be reviewed in the 
context of a new sub-regional plan and 
new Local Plan. In the meantime there 
is a need to identify sufficient housing 
sites to ensure a continuous housing 
land supply and sufficient supply to 
meet the overall Core Strategy 
requirement in accordance with the 
current spatial strategy. 

N   

PMP:RA1 
development in the 
villages meeting the 
listed criteria 

As set out above there is a need to 
identify sufficient housing sites to 
ensure a continuous housing land 
supply and sufficient supply to meet 
the overall Core Strategy requirement 
in accordance with the current spatial 
strategy. Through this process the 
number of dwellings directed to 
specific settlements identified in the 
Core Strategy and Placemaking Plan 
may require revision but not to the 
extent that this would alter the current 
spatial strategy. This may require Policy 
RA1 to be updated. 

Y 

BPC oppose any large-scale increase in 
housing in the village; it lacks 
infrastructure, both transport and 
facilities such as schools, and it is 
unlikely that these can be remedied 
adequately, due to the topography of 
the village.  

I have not located “Policy RA1” 
(nor do I know if all or part of 
Batheaston is in the green belt); 
the comment needs to be 
submitted in whichever box is 
approropiate.)  

PMP:RA2 
Development in 
villages outside the 
Green Belt not 

As set out above there is a need to 
identify sufficient housing sites to 
ensure a continuous housing land 
supply and sufficient supply to meet 

Y 



meeting Policy RA1 
criteria 

the overall Core Strategy requirement 
in accordance with the current spatial 
strategy. Through this process the 
number of dwellings directed to 
specific settlements identified in the 
Core Strategy and Placemaking Plan 
may require revision but not to the 
extent that this would alter the current 
spatial strategy. This may require Policy 
RA2 to be updated. 

CS:SD1 Presumption 
in favour of 
sustainable 
development 

Reflects the NPPF (standard policy), no 
change in circumstances. No need to 
update. 

N   

CS:CP1 Retrofitting 
existing buildings 

The policy may need to be updated in 
order to fully reflect the Council’s 
priorities in the context of the climate 
and nature emergency. 

Y Batheaston has a considerable stock of 
housing that would benefit from 
environmental improvement, including 
the addition of double glazing and 
other improvements to insulation; 
more environmentally and cost-
effective heating, and PV solar panels. 

See also PMP:SCR2 

CS:CP2 Sustainable 
construction 

These policies need to be updated in 
order to fully reflect the Council’s 
priorities in the context of a climate 
and nature emergency. 

Y   

CS:CP3 Renewable 
energy 

These policies need to be updated in 
order to fully reflect the Council’s 
priorities in the context of a climate 
and nature emergency. 

Y  Are there any projects we would 
wish to highlight? 

PMP:SCR1 On-site 
renewable energy 
requirement 

These policies need to be updated in 
order to fully reflect the Council’s 
priorities in the context of a climate 
and nature emergency. 

Y   



PMP:SCR2 Roof 
mounted / building 
integrated scale 
solar PV 

These policies need to be updated in 
order to fully reflect the Council’s 
priorities in the context of a climate 
and nature emergency. 

Y  As above, particularly relevant for 
the Elmhurst Estate?   

PMP:SCR3 Ground 
mounted solar arrays 

These policies need to be updated in 
order to fully reflect the Council’s 
priorities in the context of a climate 
and nature emergency. 

Y   

PMP:SCR4 
Community 
renewable energy 
schemes 

These policies need to be updated in 
order to fully reflect the Council’s 
priorities in the context of a climate 
and nature emergency. 

Y  Are there any projects we would 
wish to highlight? 

PMP:SCR5 Water 
efficiency 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N This policy should be included in 
review. An increase in drought events 
is to be expected in the coming years, 
causing problems for water companies 
in meeting demand. It is essential that 
home-owners are strongly encouraged 
through the planning system to step 
up the scale of rainwater storage 
significantly. 

 

CS:CP4 District 
heating 

This policy needs to be reviewed and 
updated in order to fully reflect the 
Council’s priorities in the context of a 
climate and nature emergency 

Y As part of review, district heating must 
be further facilitated to support 
achievement of climate emergency 
objective – not only in a list of named 
locations (as in the old version of the 
policy), but in any applicable 
development across the district 

 

CS:CP5 Flood risk 
management 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N This policy should be included in the 
review. Any suggestion of building 
flood plains should now be considered 
unwise, given the firm expectation of 
increased flooding events in coming 

 



years due to climate change. This 
policy says that where building in flood 
plains occurs, flood defences should 
be created, but as the frequency and 
depth of flooding is expected to 
increase year on year, this approach is 
no longer tenable. New development 
should be banned in areas at risk. The 
flood risk policy should also 
incorporate mention of nature based 
flood alleviation approaches. 

PMP:SU1 Sustainable 
drainage 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N This policy should be included in the 
review and amended to include 
emerging nature based solutions 

 

CS:CP6 
Environmental 
quality 

The policy likely needs to be updated to 
reflect the Environment Bill when it is 
enacted. 

Y Agree with this. The policy should also 
include a presumption in favour of 
development safeguarding national 
assets and green infrastructure. It 
should include reference to proactive 
working to implement the West of 
England Nature Partnership’s Nature 
Recovery Netowork. The Re-set 
principles of combining human 
settlement with reforesting, rewilding, 
carbon sequestration, food growing, 
renewable energy generation and 
water conservation should be central 
to all planning policy. Bathampton 
Meadows should be named for 
protection. 

The comment here is Sarah 
Warren’s.  Only change I propose 
is to add other areas of 
Batheaston (or nearby): Solsbury 
Hill; Charmy Down? 

PMP:D1 General 
urban design 
principles 

Recommended that Masterplans and 
Design Codes are developed for major 
schemes to ensure delivery of high 

N This policy should be reviewed and it 
should be refocused onto sustainable 

 



quality design and place making. It 
should be considered comprehensively 
through the new Local Plan. 

design principles rather than 
aesthetics. 

PMP:D2 Local 
character & 
distinctiveness 

Give greater detail on maximising 
densities; potential restrictions such as 
excessive building heights and to cross 
refer to the green infrastructure 
policies and local food 
growing/allotment policies. It should be 
considered comprehensively through 
the new Local Plan. 

N This policy should be reviewed and it 
should be refocused onto sustainable 
design principles rather than 
aesthetics. The Re-set principles of 
combining human settlement with 
reforesting, rewilding, carbon 
sequestration, food growing, 
renewable energy generation and 
water conservation should be central 
to all planning policy. Where local 
transport and other infrastructure, and 
character of existing built environment 
support this, there should be a 
presumption in favour of high density 
construction to reduce the need for 
car use and assist in meeting the 
district’s climate emergency 
objectives.  

 

PMP:D3 Urban fabric Refer to the importance (in design 
terms) of providing a range/ mix of 
housing typologies and tenures; 
minimum space standards for 
residential development. It should be 
considered comprehensively through 
the new Local Plan. 

N This policy should be reviewed and it 
should be refocused onto sustainable 
design principles rather than 
aesthetics. 

 

PMP:D4 Streets and 
Spaces 

Need to reflect the Healthy Streets 
approach. It should be considered 
comprehensively through the new 
Local Plan. 

N This policy should be included and the 
emphasis on hierarchy of walkers and 
cyclists first, drivers last, should be 
strengthened to support the reduction 

 



in car mileage required by the climate 
emergency 

PMP:D5 Building 
design 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N This policy should be reviewed and it 
should be refocused onto sustainable 
design principles rather than 
aesthetics. 

 

PMP:D6 Amenity Consider introducing an ‘Agent of 
Change’ requirement whereby existing 
businesses and facilities should not 
have unreasonable restrictions placed 
on them as a result of development 
permitted after they were established 
as per the revised NPPF, para 182. The 
policy need to be cross referenced with 
the updated Waste Planning Guidance 
currently being produced. Changes to 
this policy will be comprehensively 
considered in the new Local Plan. 

N This policy should be reviewed and it 
should be refocused onto sustainable 
design principles rather than 
aesthetics. 

 

PMP:D7 Infill & 
backland 
development 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N This policy should be reviewed and it 
should be refocused onto sustainable 
design principles rather than 
aesthetics. 

 

PMP:D8 Lighting Needs to be updated to reflect 
guidance in the ‘WaterSpace Design 
Guidance’. It should be updated 
through the new Local Plan. 

N This policy should be included in 
review and should be strengthened to 
reduce impact on wildlife and 
biodiversity. 

 

PMP:D9 
Advertisements & 
outdoor street 
furniture 

Needs to be amended to apply to all 
advertisements requiring consent 
rather than just commercial premises 
to align with national planning practice 
guidance on advertisements. It should 
be updated through the new Local 
Plan. 

N No comment  



PMP:D10 Public 
Realm 

Consider amending this policy to give 
more detail on public realm 
considerations / requirements and 
whether this policy should refer to 
designing out risks to public realm, 
such as deterring terrorism. It should 
be updated through the new Local 
Plan. 

N   

PMP:H1 Historic 
environment 

Consideration will be given to including 
reference to settings of historic assets 
in the policy especially in respect of the 
World Heritage Site. It should be 
updated through the new Local Plan 

N This policy should be included and it 
should be made clear that retrofit of 
historic buildings is encouraged for 
energy efficiency and renewable 
generation, weighting such 
development in a way that matches 
the scale of the dangers of the climate 
emergency, whilst also retaining the 
heritage character of the building and 
location. 

 

PMP:H2 
Somersetshire Coal 
Canal and the 
Wansdyke 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:NE2 Conserving 
and enhancing the 
landscape and 
landscape character 

This policy needs to be reviewed and 
updated in order to fully reflect the 
national policies. 

Y  Anything to be said such as “re-
wilding”, enhancing or increasing 
woodland, protection of the 
River, and Meadows? 

PMP:NE2S 
Landscapes setting 
of settlements 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   

PMP:NE2B Extension 
of residential 
curtilages in the 
countryside 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   



PMP:NE3 Sites, 
species and habitats 

Need to reflect the evidence base 
being prepared at the sub-regional and 
local levels. It also needs to be 
amended to better reflect the NPPF 
2019 (which strengthens the protection 
of irreplaceable habitats) and also the 
Environment Bill when enacted. It 
should be updated through the Local 
Plan partial update 

Y   As PMP:NE2 above 

PMP:NE4 Ecosystem 
services 

Through the partial update and with 
reference to the assessment of Policy 
NE3 above it needs to be updated in 
order to clarify what is meant by 
Ecosystem Services and what would be 
required in order to deliver Ecosystem 
Services in an effective way 

Y   

PMP:NE5 Ecological 
networks 

See Policy NE3 assessment above. Y   

PMP:NE6 Trees and 
woodland 
conservation 

The policy remains relevant and is fit 
for purpose. This policy will be 
supported by a Trees and Woodland 
Plan. 

N This should be included in the review, 
particularly as the draft financial 
recovery plan proposes removal of 
funding for the Tree and Woodland 
Plan. It should include a requirement 
to evidence the purpose of proposed 
ecosystem measures. Development 
must BOTH contribute to existing 
ecological networks, AND protect 
existing non-designated habitats and 
species, which contribute to local 
ecological and Green Infrastructure 
networks. And it must exclude the 
presumption in favour of development 
“where the importance of the 

But note that Sarah has asked 
that it is included in the review.  If 
you agree, we can echo her 
comments, as left.  



development and its need for that 
particular location is sufficient to 
override the value of species or 
habitat” – except in exceptional 
circumstances, which must be clearly 
evidenced, independently assessed, 
and appropriate compensatory habitat 
and management secured before 
planning permission is determined. 

PMP:CP7 Green 
infrastructure 

Through the partial update these 
policies need to be reviewed and 
potentially updated in order to reflect 
the Council’s climate & nature 
emergency, Environment Bill and sub-
regional and local evidence. 

Y  Make reference to commuting 
into Bath  

PMP:NE1 
Development and 
green infrastructure 

Through the partial update these 
policies need to be reviewed and 
potentially updated in order to reflect 
the Council’s climate & nature 
emergency, Environment Bill and sub-
regional and local evidence 

Y  Reference to issues (and 
opportunities) relating to 
commuting into Bath 

PMP:CP8 Green Belt Could refer to protecting the 
permanence of the Green Belt and the 
purposes of including land within in. It 
should be updated through the new 
Local Plan. 

N Policy should be included and 
amended to expressly allow the 
construction of solar PV on existing 
council-owned park and ride sites in 
the Green Belt, as a measure to 
support the huge increase in 
renewable electricity generation 
required to achieve climate emergency 
objectives. 

But note that Sarah has asked 
that it is included in the review 
(as left).  If you agree, we can 
echo her comments, as left. 

PMP:GB1 Visual 
amenities of the 
Green Belt 

Through preparation of the new Local 
Plan the appropriateness of retaining 
this policy will be reviewed as visual 

N Policy should be included and 
amended to expressly allow the 
construction of solar PV on existing 

But note that Sarah has asked 
that it is included in the review 



amenities of the Green Belt are 
protected by other policies. 

council-owned park and ride sites in 
the Green Belt, as a measure to 
support the huge increase in 
renewable electricity generation 
required to achieve climate emergency 
objectives. 

(as left).  If you agree, we can 
echo her comments, as left. 

PMP:GB2 
Development in 
Green Belt villages 

The policy approach to infill 
development within villages washed 
over by the Green Belt may need to be 
re-looked at through the Local Plan 
partial update. 

Y Policy should be included and 
amended to expressly allow the 
construction of solar PV on existing 
buildings in the Green Belt, as a 
measure to support the huge increase 
in renewable electricity generation 
required to achieve climate emergency 
objectives. 

Comment left is Sarah’s; do you 
agree? 

PMP:GB3 Extensions 
and alterations to 
buildings in the 
Green Belt 

Consideration should be given to 
reframing the policy to provide greater 
clarification regarding matters such as 
percentage above which extensions are 
deemed a disproportionate addition, 
and how to deal with detached 
outbuildings. It should be considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

N Policy should be included and 
amended to expressly allow the 
construction of solar PV on existing 
buildings in the Green Belt, as a 
measure to support the huge increase 
in renewable electricity generation 
required to achieve climate emergency 
objectives. 

Comment left is Sarah’s.  Do you 
wish to endorse this, and/or to 
make similar point ref other 
aspects of development? 

PMP:PCS1 Pollution 
and nuisance 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan 

N  Note there are references in this 
section to Clean Air Zone.  Do you 
wish to make a comment?   

PMP:PCS2 Noise and 
vibration 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 

N   



existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

PMP:PCS3 Air quality Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:PCS4 
Hazardous 
substances 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:PCS5 
Contamination 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 

N   



late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

PMP:PCS6 Unstable 
land 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:PCS7 Water 
source protection 
zones 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:PCS7A Foul 
sewage 
infrastructure 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:PCS8 Bath hot 
springs 

Considered to be consistent with the 
NPPF in seeking to prevent new and 
existing development from contributing 
to or being put at unacceptable risk 

N   



from, or adversely affected by soil, air, 
water or noise pollution. The Council is 
due to introduce a Clean Air Zone from 
late 2020. It should be re-considered 
through the new Local Plan. 

CS:CP9 Affordable 
housing 

Needs to be reviewed in the context of 
a new sub-regional plan. Consideration 
should be given to include the Council’s 
approach to Vacant Building Credit and 
sub-division and phasing clearer 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

CS:RA4 Rural 
exceptions sites 

Consider reviewing and revising this 
policy in the partial update in order to 
increase the supply of affordable 
housing through facilitating greater 
delivery in the rural areas. 

Y  Are there any comments to make 
in this regard? 

PMP:H1 Housing and 
facilities for the 
elderly, people with 
other supported 
housing or care 
needs 

Policy may require updating through 
the partial update in order to help 
better facilitate the supply of housing 
to meet specific needs e.g. including 
those of older people (potentially 
through the allocation of sites, revision 
of the policy approach towards elderly 
persons housing and reviewing housing 
accessibility standards) 

Y   

CP10 Housing mix Needs to be reviewed through the new 
Local Plan in context of a new sub-
regional plan 

N   

PMP:H2 Houses in 
multiple occupation 

Through the partial update 
consideration should be given as to 
whether the policy should apply to 
extensions to existing HMOs i.e. use 

Y  Are there any comments to make 
on this question? 



class small HMOs (C4) to large HMOs 
(SG) or other changes of use 

PMP:H3 Residential 
use in existing 
buildings 

Needs to be reviewed in terms of the 
impact on highways through the new 
Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:H4 Self-build This policy encourages self-build, but it 
does not create a policy environment 
that facilitates delivery as required 
nationally. Therefore amending the 
policy approach should be considered 
through the partial update. 

Y  Are there any comments to make 
on this question? 

PMP:H5 Retention of 
existing housing 
stock 

Further clarification may be helpful to 
define ‘residential accommodation’ in 
the context of this policy i.e. the loss of 
residential dwellings. This should be 
addressed in the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:H6 Moorings The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   

PMP:H7 Housing 
accessibility 

In order to help deliver the housing 
needs of elderly persons and in light of 
the Council’s priorities, application of 
the accessibility standards should be 
considered through the partial update. 
Internal space standards are currently 
only applied to affordable housing. For 
market housing, the standard is usually 
exceeded, but occasionally it is not. 
‘Micro housing’ is also emerging as a 
niche market. It is helpful to review this 
element of the policy through the new 
Local Plan 

Y  Are there any comments to make 
on this question? Are there 
particular issues relating to the 
topography of the Parish?  



PMP:H8 Affordable 
housing 
regeneration 

Through the new Local Plan there may 
be a need to review this policy taking 
into account viability considerations 
and ensure no net loss of affordable 
housing 

N   

CS:CP11 Gypsies, 
travellers and 
travelling 
showpeople 

This policy represents a comprehensive 
framework for considering the merits 
of travellers site proposals. The policy 
remains relevant and is fit for purpose. 
Updated evidence on the needs of 
travelling communities is required and 
in light of this the policy approach may 
need to be reviewed (either in a new 
Local plan or a separate DPD). 

N   

PMP:CR1 
Safeguarding local 
community facilities 

This policy seeks to safeguard against 
the loss of valued community facilities. 
The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:RA3 
Community facilities 
and shops 

Needs to be reviewed alongside Policy 
LCR2 in the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:LC1A Public 
houses 

Within the context of national policy 
and through the new Local Plan 
consideration should be given to 
whether the policy should also be 
extended to cover developments which 
directly threaten the viability of a 
public house. 

N   

PMP:LCR2 New or 
replacement 
community facilities 

Consideration should be given to 
amending policies LCR2 and LCR6 to 
make clear that new facilities should be 
easily accessible by public transport, 

N   



cycling and walking through the new 
Local Plan 

PMP:LCR3 Sites 
safeguarded for 
primary school use 

Need to update the list of sites in the 
policy through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:LCR3A Primary 
school capacity 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   

PMP:LCR4 Allocation 
of land for 
cemeteries 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   

PMP:LCR5 
Safeguarding existing 
sport and 
recreational facilities 

The policy remains relevant and fit for 
purpose. However, consideration will 
be given to restricting what is shown on 
the Policies Map to just those areas 
subject to the standards set out in the 
Green Spaces Strategy used for 
assessing needs and deficiencies and 
new Green Infrastructure Strategy 
through the new Local Plan 

N This policy should be reviewed and the 
Recreation ground should expressly be 
included within it. The Re-set 
principles of combining human 
settlement with reforesting, rewilding, 
carbon sequestration, food growing, 
renewable energy generation and 
water conservation should be central 
to all planning policy. 

 

PMP:LCR6 New and 
replacement sports 
and recreational 
facilities 

Need to ensure reference to natural 
open space is added in order to link 
with the standards in the Green Space 
Strategy through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:LR6A Local 
green spaces 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   

PMP:LCR7 
Recreational 
development 
proposals affecting 
waterways 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N Policy should be included for review 
and a recognition of the river as green 
infrastructure supporting biodiversity 
through the heart of the city should be 
included. 

 

PMP:LCR7A 
Telecommunications 
development 

Consideration should be given to 
amending Policy LCR7A to cover 5G 
infrastructure. The policy needs to be 

N Policy should be updated and apply 
the precautionary principle in 
response to local people’s concerns 

 



updated to reflect the revised NPPF, 
para 115 through the new Local Plan 

over the possible health and 
environmental impacts of new 
technology such as 5G. 

PMP:LCR7B 
Broadband 

The policy should be amended to 
provide greater clarity of what is 
required of developers through the 
new Local Plan 

N Policy should be included and 
enhanced. It should be a requirement 
of development permission to 
enhance broadband provision for the 
wider rural area, and areas with 
limited provision. This will reduce car 
mileage as people are more able to 
work from home, assisting with 
achievement of climate emergency 
objectives 

 

PMP:LCR7C 
Commercial riding 
establishments 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:LCR8 Protecting 
allotments 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:LCR9 Increasing 
the provision of local 
food growing 

The policy should be amended to 
remove references to the B&NES 
Allotment Design Guide and 
consideration should be given to 
providing high level design 
requirements/ guidance within the 
policy to reflect best practice through 
the new Local Plan 

N This policy should be included and 
strengthened. There should be an 
assumption that all residential 
development should include food 
growing space unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. In the case 
of dense urban development, this may 
take the form of balconies, access to 
allotments, or shared food-growing 
gardens. This is part of building 
resilience into our food network, 
shortening food supply chains, and 
reducing food miles, in the face of 
future climate breakdown. 

 



PMP:ED1A Office 
development 

Policy ED1A will allow office 
development proposals within city and 
town centre boundaries, or on sites 
allocated for this use in principle. The 
policy remains relevant and does not 
need updating 

N   

PMP:ED1B Change of 
use & 
redevelopment of 
B1(a) office to 
residential use 

This policy needs to be amended to 
reflect current permitted development 
rights plus the introduction of the 
Article 4 Direction in Bath city centre 
and to more closely accord with the 
2019 NPPF through the new Local Plan. 

N This should be included in the review. 
Where such change of use is 
considered, the same requirements of 
minimum dwelling size should be 
applied as for new build residential 
accommodation. 

 

PMP:ED1C Change of 
use and 
redevelopment of 
B1(a) office use to 
other town centre 
uses 

The policy allows the change of use of 
office space to A1, A2 and A3 uses 
subject to the terms of Policy ED1B, but 
resists the change of use or 
redevelopment of office space to other 
town centre uses. Needs to be 
reviewed alongside Policy ED.1B 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:ED2A Strategic 
(*) and other 
primary industrial 
estates 

Evidence shows that since the start of 
the Core Strategy period in 2011 losses 
across the District have exceeded the 
levels set out in the Plan, and the 
necessary new employment 
development has not been realised. 
Additionally evidence shows that 
demand for industrial space has 
increased and is greater than was 
envisaged at the time of preparing the 
Core Strategy and Placemaking Plan. 
There are also limited opportunities to 
provide new industrial land, especially 

N   



in Bath. The policy approach needs to 
be reviewed in the context of the sub-
regional plan through the new Local 
Plan. 

PMP:ED2B non-
strategic industrial 
sites 

Evidence shows that since the start of 
the Core Strategy period in 2011 losses 
across the District have exceeded the 
levels set out in the Plan, and the 
necessary new employment 
development has not been realised. 
Additionally evidence shows that 
demand for industrial space has 
increased and is greater than was 
envisaged at the time of preparing the 
Core Strategy and Placemaking Plan. 
There are also limited opportunities to 
provide new industrial land, especially 
in Bath. The policy approach needs to 
be reviewed in the context of the sub-
regional plan through the new Local 
Plan. 

N   

PMP:RE1 
Employment uses in 
the countryside 

Needs to be amended to ensure that it 
also covers the conversion of existing 
buildings in the countryside and to 
ensure consistency with the revised 
NPPF, para 84. This may include a 
review of Policy RE6 to avoid any 
ambiguity through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:RE2 Agricultural 
development 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:RE3 Farm 
diversification 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   



PMP:RE4 Essential 
dwellings for rural 
workers 

Needs to be amended to reflect the 
revised NPPF, in particular, to make 
reference to those taking majority 
control of a farm business. 
Consideration will also be given to 
whether it is necessary to provide 
clarity on how successors taking over 
from retiring famers will be dealt with 
through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:RE5 Agricultural 
land 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:RE6 Re-use of 
rural buildings 

Consider the need to clarify the 
definition of a rural building (location 
or use) through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:RE7 Visitor 
accommodation 

Consideration is being given to clarify 
whether the change of use from a 
dwelling to visitor accommodation 
relates to the sub-division of a dwelling 
to create visitor accommodation 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:CP12 Centres 
and retailing 

This policy may need to be 
updated/amended in relation to the 
approach to the location of additional 
hotel provision in the District and 
specifically Bath. In the new Local Plan 
consideration should also be given to 
amending/ strengthening wording of 
Policy CP12 to address the potential for 
mixed use / higher density 
development; securing a high quality 
environment; sustainable access; 
embedding the Healthy Streets 
approach; local identity and sense of 

Y  Are there any comments to make 
on this question; ref enhancing 
retail and other services in 
Batheaston, supporting such 
businesses?  



place; barrier free and inclusive 
environments; maximising footfall; 
safety and security. The list of local 
centres may also need to be reviewed 
in preparing the new Local Plan. 

PMP:CR1 Sequential 
test 

Need to amend the policy to reflect 
changes in the revised NPPF to make it 
clear that ‘availability’ in terms of the 
sequential test is now based on a 
‘reasonable period’ of time through the 
new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:CR2 Impact 
assessments 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   

PMP:CR3 Primary 
shopping areas and 
primary shopping 
frontages 

Consideration should be given to 
whether there is sufficient justification 
to continue defining primary frontages 
in the context of the revised NPPF 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:CR4 Dispersed 
local shops 

Consider to amend this policy so that it 
only relates to small-scale local shops 
(A1 Use Class) through the new Local 
Plan 

N   

PMP:ST1 Promoting 
sustainable travel 

Policy ST1 needs to be reviewed and 
may require updating through the Local 
Plan partial update in order to ensure it 
better reflects the Council’s climate 
emergency declaration. Additionally 
consideration should be given to 
aligning it with the Healthy Streets 
Approach. This puts people, and their 
health, at the heart of decision making 
and results in healthier, more inclusive 
places where people choose to walk, 

Y Agree that inclusion of this policy in 
the review is essential. At all times in 
design and planning, there should be a 
presumption in favour of active and 
public transport modes and efforts 
made to make car driving the less 
obvious option. This will contribute to 
mode shift from car to other modes, 
assisting in achieving the reduction in 
mileage per person required for 
climate emergency objective. 

Comment left is Sarah’s.   
 
BCP could make a specific 
comment referring to commuting 
to Bath and “mode shift” in 
Batheaston? 



cycle and where possible use public 
transport 

PMP:ST2 Sustainable 
transport routes 

Consideration should be given to 
removing specific reference to former 
railway land as this is only one type of 
route. This could be replaced by 
referring to routes suitable for 
sustainable transport purposes to align 
with the definition of Sustainable 
Transport in the Glossary which refers 
to ‘Any efficient, safe and accessible 
means of transport with overall low 
impact on the environment, including 
walking and cycling, low and ultra-low 
emission vehicles, car sharing and 
public transport’. Other key routes such 
as Kennet & Canal towpath and Bath 
River Line are also likely to be 
safeguarded under this policy. To be 
considered comprehensively through 
the new Local Plan 

N Agree with the changes that are 
proposed. Should be included in 
review. 

Note Sarah’s comment left.   
 
Does BCP wish to support this, 
specifically ref cycle route to 
Bath? 

PMP:ST2A 
Recreational routes 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:ST3 Transport 
infrastructure 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N This policy should be included and it 
should be updated to explain that the 
historic environment is important, but 
that where there is a need to support 
sustainable transport modes there will 
need to be a balance between 
consideration of visual impact on the 
historic character of the scheme, and 
the global environmental benefits of 
enhancing active and public transport 

 



whilst facilitating access to areas of 
interest such as city centre and centres 
of employment.  

PMP:ST4 Rail freight 
facility 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:ST5 Traffic 
management 
proposals 

Through the partial update need to 
consider updating this policy in light of 
the climate emergency. 

Y   

PMP:ST6 Park and 
ride 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N This policy should be included and 
overhauled. Park and ride (traditional 
style of large car parks at the edge of 
the city) is generally not a sustainable 
form of transport as it encourages 
increased overall vehicle mileage, 
which goes counter to our climate 
emergency objectives. There should be 
no assumption in favour of its 
expansion or creation of new facilities. 
Existing park and ride sites should be 
re-imagined as multi-modal transport 
interchanges. 

Comment left is Sarah’s. 
 
BCP may wish to support this, 
with stronger statement relating 
specifically to any consideration 
of Park and Ride in or near the 
Parish.  

PMP:ST7 Transport 
requirements for 
managing 
development 

Need to consider revisiting the 
approach to defining parking standards 
in the Local Plan and reviewing & 
updating the parking standards 
themselves in light of the climate 
emergency through the Local Plan 
partial update 

Y Fully support proposed review of this 
policy. 

Are there any comments to make 
on this question?  Specifically 
relating to parking in centre?  

PMP:ST8 Airport and 
aerodrome 
safeguarding areas 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

CS:CP8A Minerals These policies may need to be 
reviewed through the new Local Plan 

N   



PMP:M1 Mineral 
safeguarding areas 

These policies may need to be 
reviewed through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:M2 Minerals 
allocations 

These policies may need to be 
reviewed through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:M3 Aggregate 
recycling facilities 

These policies may need to be 
reviewed through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:M4 Winning 
and working of 
minerals 

These policies may need to be 
reviewed through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:M5 
Conventional and 
unconventional 
hydrocarbons 

These policies may need to be 
reviewed through the new Local Plan 

N This policy must be included and it 
must be made clear that there will be 
no extraction of hydrocarbons in 
B&NES in any circumstances. There is a 
climate emergency, and the global 
carbon budget does not support the 
extraction of additional hydrocarbons. 

Comment left is Sarah’s. 

CS:CP13 
Infrastructure 
provision 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:B1 Bath spatial 
study 

This policy will need to be reviewed 
through the preparation of a new Local 
Plan in the context of a new sub-
regional plan. In the meantime and 
through the partial update there is a 
need to identify sufficient housing sites 
to ensure a continuous housing land 
supply and sufficient supply to meet 
the overall Core Strategy requirement 
in accordance with the current spatial 
strategy. Through this process the 
number of dwellings directed to Bath 
and identified in Policy B1 may require 

Y This policy should be included. 
Reference to an area of search for an 
eastern park and ride site should be 
removed, as expansion of traditional 
large city-edge park and ride sites 
increases car mileage and is 
incompatible with a declaration of 
climate emergency. 

Comment left is Sarah’s. 
 
BCP may wish to support this, 
with stronger statement relating 
specifically to any consideration 
of Park and Ride in or near the 
Parish. 



revision but not to the extent that this 
would alter the current spatial strategy. 

CS:B4 The World 
Heritage Site and its 
setting 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N This policy should be included and 
Bathampton Meadows should be 
named as being protected as part of 
the WHS setting. 

Comment left is Sarah’s. 
 
BCP may wish to support this, 
with stronger statement relating 
specifically to any consideration 
of Park and Ride in or near the 
Parish. 

PMP:BD1 Bath 
Design Policy 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N   

PMP:B2 Central area 
strategic policy 

Needs to be reviewed in the context of 
a new sub-regional plan, in the 
meantime there is a need to review the 
policy through the partial update in 
terms of the approach towards 
additional visitor accommodation 
reflecting the latest evidence. 

Y   

This last section refers to specific locations in BANES.  None near or adjoining Batheaston, PMP:SB2 is perhaps most relevant.     

PMP:SB1 
Development 
requirements and 
design principles 
Walcot Street / 
Cattlemarket site 

The site is not subject to planning 
permission. The policy needs to be 
reviewed 

Y   

PMP:SB2 
Development 
requirements and 
design principles 
Central Riverside and 
Recreation Ground 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating. 

N Must be included and it must be 
expressly stated that the Recreation 
Ground be retained as green space, 
and that construction of additional car 
parking at this location is not 
permitted, as it is counter to the 
objectives of the council to reduce car 

Comment left is Sarah’s. 



use and encourage mode shift to 
active and public transport modes. 

PMP:SB3 
Development 
requirements and 
design principles 
Manvers Street 

The site is not subject to planning 
permission. Virgil Building is now 
occupied by the University of Bath. The 
policy approach needs to be reviewed 
in order to reflect current 
circumstances. 

Y   

PMP:SB4 Bath Quays 
North & Bath College 
development 
requirements and 
design principles 

Outline permission granted in April 
2019. The policy remains relevant and 
does not need updating. 

N   

PMP:SB5 South 
Quays & Riverside 
Court 

Outline permission granted in May 
2017. Construction has commenced on 
offices. The policy remains relevant and 
does not need updating. 

N   

PMP:SB6 South Bank The policy remains broadly relevant 
and fit for purpose. However, it may 
need to be updated in order to enable 
further clarity. 

Y   

PMP:SB7 Green Park 
Station West & 
Sydenham Park 

Application pending consideration. The 
policy approach and requirements 
need to be reviewed and clarified 

N   

PMP:SB8 Western 
Riverside 

Application submitted for northern 
bank on part of the site for 176 
dwellings. Delivery on going. Policy 
approach to be reviewed. 

Y   

PMP:B3 Strategic 
policy for Twerton 
and Newbridge 
Riversides 

Given changing circumstances including 
the construction of a significant 
amount of purpose built student 
accommodation in the Twerton 
Riverside area there may, as part of 

N   



preparation of a new Local Plan, be a 
need to review the policy approach to 
maintain an appropriate level of land in 
B1c uses alongside office uses and 
housing. 

PMP:SB9 The Bath 
Press development 
requirements and 
design principles 

Permission granted. The policy remains 
relevant and does not need updating 

N   

PMP:SB10 Roseberry 
Place development 
requirements and 
design principles 

Site development partially completed N   

PMP:SB11 Former 
MOD Fox Hill Park 
development 
requirements and 
design principles 

Under construction with full planning 
permission. The policy remains relevant 
and does not need updating 

N   

PMP:SB12 Former 
MOD Warminster 
Road 

Under construction with full planning 
permission. The policy remains relevant 
and does not need updating 

N   

PMP:SB13 Former 
MOD Ensleigh and 
Royal High Playing 
field (formerly Core 
Strategy Policy B3C) 

ajority of the site completed. A block of 
72 flats is still under construction. The 
policy remains relevant and does not 
need updating 

N   

PMP:SB14 Twerton 
Park 

The site is not subject to planning 
permission and the policy should be 
reviewed through the partial update. 

Y   

PMP:SB15 Hartwells 
Garage 

The site is not subject to planning 
permission and the policy should be 
reviewed through the partial update. 

Y   



PMP:SB16 Burlington 
Street 

No applications submitted. This policy 
should be reviewed through the partial 
update. 

Y   

PMP:SB17 
Englishcombe Lane 

The site is not subject to planning 
permission. Therefore, the policy 
should be reviewed through the partial 
update. 

Y   

PMP:SB18 Royal 
United Hospital 

No application submitted. The policy 
should be reviewed through the partial 
update. 

Y   

PMP:B5 Strategic 
policy for 
universities, private 
colleges and their 
impacts 

The development capacity at the 
Claverton Campus needs to be 
reviewed and potentially updated 
through the partial update. 

Y   

PMP:SB19 University 
of Bath at Claverton 
Down 

The University of Bath has prepared its 
masterplan for Claverton Down 
Campus. The policy needs to be 
reviewed in light of the masterplan and 
to reflect updated development 
capacity. 

Y   

PMP:SB20 Bath Spa 
University, Newton 
Park Campus 

The Bath Spa University is in the 
process of preparing its Estate Plan. 
The policy needs to be reviewed in light 
of the Estate Plan 

Y   

CS:B3A Land 
adjoining Odd Down, 
Bath strategic site 
allocation 

Permission granted on part of the site 
for 171 dwellings in August 2019. There 
is a need to review and potentially 
update the policy in light of this 
permission and updated evidence. 

Y   

PMP:KE1 Keynsham 
spatial strategy 

This policy will need to be reviewed 
through the preparation of a new Local 
Plan in the context of a new sub-

Y   



regional plan. In the meantime and 
through the partial update there is a 
need to identify sufficient housing sites 
to ensure a continuous housing land 
supply and sufficient supply to meet 
the overall Core Strategy requirement 
in accordance with the current spatial 
strategy. Through this process the 
number of dwellings directed to 
Keynsham and identified in Policy KE1 
may require revision but not to the 
extent that this would alter the current 
spatial strategy. 

PMP:KE2 Town 
centre / Somerdale 
strategic policy 

The overall approach will be reviewed 
through the new Local Plan. 

N   

PMP:KE2A 
Somerdale 

Under construction. The policy remains 
relevant and does not need updating 

N   

PMP:KE2B Riverside 
and fire station site 

Riverside under construction. 
Application submitted for Fire Station 
but withdrawn. The policy should be 
reviewed through the partial update 

Y   

CE:KE3A Land 
adjoining East 
Keynsham strategic 
site allocation 

The residential element of the 
allocation has full planning permission 
and is under construction. The 
employment element of the allocation 
does not have planning permission. 
Therefore, consideration of whether 
parts of this policy need updating will 
be undertaken through the Local plan 
partial update. 

Y   



CS:KE3B Safeguarded 
land at East 
Keynsham 

Needs to be reviewed through the 
partial update. 

Y   

CS:KE4 Land 
adjoining south west 
Keynsham strategic 
site allocation 

Under construction. The policy remains 
relevant and does not need updating. 

N   

PMP:SV1 Somer 
Valley spatial 
strategy 

This policy will need to be reviewed 
through the preparation of a new Local 
Plan in the context of a new sub-
regional plan. In the meantime and 
through the partial update, there is a 
need to identify sufficient housing sites 
to ensure a continuous housing land 
supply and sufficient supply to meet 
the overall Core Strategy requirement 
in accordance with the current spatial 
strategy. Through this process the 
number of dwellings directed to the 
Somer Valley and identified in Policy 
SV1 may require revision but not to the 
extent that this would alter the current 
spatial strategy. 

Y   

PMP:SV2 Midsomer 
Norton town centre 
strategic policy 

The overall approach will be reviewed 
through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:SSV1 Policy 
SSV1 central High 
Street core site 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating, however it will 
need to be reviewed through the new 
Local Plan 

N   

PMP:SSV2 South 
Road car park 

No application submitted. The policy 
should be reviewed through the partial 
update 

Y   



PMP:SSV4 Former 
Welton 
manufacturing site 

Outline permission granted in April 
2018. However, discussions are taking 
place in respect of achievability of this 
permission. The policy should be 
reviewed through the partial update. 

Y   

PMP:SSV3 Midsomer 
Norton town park 

Outline permission granted in October 
2015 and reserved matters in July 
2017. The policy remains relevant and 
does not need updating 

N   

CS:SV3 Radstock 
town centre 
strategic policy 

The overall approach will be reviewed 
through the new Local Plan 

N   

PMP:SSV14 Charlton 
timber yard 

Site development completed N   

PMP:SSV17 Former 
Radstock County 
Infants 

No application submitted Y   

PMP:SSV20 Former 
St Nicholas School 

No application submitted Y   

PMP:SSV18 Somer 
Valley Campus 

The policy remains relevant and does 
not need updating 

N   

PMP:SSV11 St 
Peter’s factory site 

Outline permission granted in April 
2016, reserved matters granted in April 
2017. Under construction 

N   

PMP:SSV9 Old Mills 
Industrial Estate 

A Local Development Order is proposed 
to facilitate development of the Somer 
Valley Enterprise Zone. The boundary 
and mix of uses needs to be reviewed 
through the partial update 

Y   

PMP:SR24 Land 
adjacent to Temple 
Inn Lane, Temple 
Cloud 

Site development completed N   



PMP:SR17 The 
former orchard, 
Compton Martin 

Permission granted and under 
construction. The policy remains 
relevant and does not need updating 

N   

PMP:SR5 Pinkers 
Farm, East Harptree 

Permission granted and under 
construction. The policy remains 
relevant and does not need updating 

N   

PMP:SR6 Water 
Street, East Harptree 

Permission granted. However, 
discussions are taking place in respect 
of the deliverability of this permission. 
The policy may need to be reviewed 
through the partial update. 

Y   

PMP:SR14 Wheelers 
manufacturing block 
works, Timsbury 

Application has been submitted and 
permission granted subject to section 
106 agreement. The policy remains 
relevant and does not need updating 

N   

PMP:SR15 Land to 
the east of the St 
Mary’s School 
Timsbury 

No application submitted. It needs to 
be reviewed through the new Local 
Plan. 

Y   

PMP:SR2 Leafield, 
West Harptree 

Site development completed N   

CS:RA5 Land at 
Whitchurch strategic 
site allocation 

Under construction with consistent 
delivery. The policy remains relevant 
and does not need updating. 

N   

 


