
Batheaston Parish Council – Riverside Car Park – Open Public Meeting, 21st September 2021 

This document summarises comments made by residents about the options for the Car Park, 

together with comments made on Facebook, and by email.   

Cllr Peachey opened the meeting by describing the wide range of uses and users of the car park.  The 

car park had been operated by Bath and North-East Somerset Council until 2017, who enforced a 3-

hour parking rule (albeit apparently with only infrequent patrols).  She noted that there is a private 

car park, behind the George and Dragon pub, which operated a strict charging regime.  

The Current Situation 

- A number of residents are dissatisfied that they are often unable to park.  

- It was noted also that on occasions cars and other vehicles are parked incorrectly, not in 

marked spaces, or in disabled spaces.  

- This incorrect parking, and the configuration of the entrance, give rise to concerns about 

safety.  

- The disabled parking is in the wrong place; it does not provide easily accessible access to the 

High Street.  

Views on the current use of the Car Park  

- There is a widespread view that the car park is used as an informal park and ride, for 

commuters from further afield, into Bath City Centre.  

- People are concerned that the car park is used by customers of business activities on the 

riverside park area or on the river itself; paddleboarding, fitness training, etc.  

- It is also used by those wishing to go walking and cycling, on the Meadows and elsewhere.  

- Former Parish Councillor Andrew Jeffryes outlined the principal findings of a detailed study 

he had undertaken of the use of the car park during 2 separate weeks in December 2019 and 

January 2020.  According to this study, the two biggest groups of users were:  

o Local Residents, using the car park as their preferred location for parking 

o Staff of local businesses, who drive into the centre of the village to work 

- Andrew noted that some of the latter group said that they had parked in this way when the 

3-hour limit was previously in force, as they were only rarely fined.   

- Some of the practice had changed due to the pandemic and change in practice – such as 

greater working from home – and this may revert to the status quo ante over coming 

months. 

- It was noted that the pressure on the car park may increase with the completion of the New 

Village Hall, the adoption of the Meadows by the National Trust, and the Riverline project.  

The Priorities Expressed by Residents  

- A strongly held view is that the car park should be primarily for the use of residents of the 

Parish  

- It was noted that there are some groups for whom the car park is a very important amenity: 

elderly and disabled people, etc.  

- It should also serve to encourage the use and support of local businesses 

- It might be appropriate to allow residents of nearby properties to have a long-term passes to 

use the car park.  This should not however include staff of the businesses on the High Street.  

- There were some negative comments about the ideas of allocating a space for Car Club 

vehicles, and providing EV charging point(s).  



- There were a couple of suggestions that space or lockers be provided for bicycles.  

Preferred Management Approaches 

- The idea of a short period – 30 minutes to 1 hour, or similar – for free parking was also 

popular.  

- A number of residents expressed the view that there should be time limit, of something like 

2 or 3 hours.  

- Alternatively, a graduated pricing approach, with escalating prices for longer stays, with the 

aim of discouraging all-day parking.  

- Move the disabled car park to a more accessible location.  

Other Matters  

- Cllr McCarthy reported that for Bath and North East Somerset Council to provide monitoring 

of the use of the car park would take up to 18 months. 

- The owner of the Car Park behind the George and Dragon pub should be contacted, to see if 

there could be a combined approach.  


