
 Playground Project Phase 1 Proposed Priority List for Procurement   

Batheaston Parish Council Proposal to Council, 14th October 2021 Meeting  11th October 2021 

Approval is sought to obtain competitive quotes to proceed with as many of the following items as can be completed, by mid-January, 

to a budget of between £20,000 and £25,000.  

Notes:  

- The priority order is based on the two most recent external inspections, by GB Sports and Leisure Ltd on xx May 2021, and “the 

play inspection company” on 30th October 2020 (this is their annual inspection; a further report is due within a month).   

- This was reviewed on-site on 17th September 2021 by:  Cllr Catherine McCarthy, Richard Maccabee (Clerk), and Tina Connor (who 

undertakes regular informal checks on the Playground) 

- The intention is to undertake repairs which will not be replaced in the subsequent phase of the project, to the extent that it is 

possible to predict the scope of these phases.  

 

Priority  Item / Location Description of Problem  Action Required Constraints and 
Considerations 

 

1 Cradle Seat  The posts are loose in their foundations  Make firm   

1 Embankment 
Slide & Steps 

Slide is in poor Condition: 
 The paint on the chute sides  
and metal handrails has corroded in 
several areas and is flaking off exposing 
sharp & rusting metal.  
Rust has corroded through the side 
barrier at base of chute on left of run off 
presenting significant potential injury risk 
to users who place hands outside  
the base of the slide  
Rubber mat ground fixing at top of slide 
has detached forming a tripping point 
adjacent to the steps and steep bank 
slope – Maintenance required to  
repair. 
Embankment steps in Fair > Poor 
condition with several areas of damage 
presenting tripping points  

Repair or replace  Addition of a 
rope wall and 
new steps has 
been highlighted 
as a priority in 
consultations 
with residents  
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1 Zip-Wire Seat The seat is split around the bottom edge 
with the eyelet attaching to the chain 
reaching level of wear. Metal retaining 
fixing is damaged, presenting risk of seat 
detaching when in use -  
 

repair / replace seat   

1 Perimeter of 
Nest / Cradle 
Seat  

Sleeper wall now in very Poor condition 
with advanced decay, serious  
splintering in several sections with 
exposed sharp metal fixings as clearly 
shown in attached images. 

repair/ replace affected 
timber to remove 
splinter risk and 
removal of all exposed 
sharp metal fixings. 
take reasonable steps to 
ensure no significant 
ground movement 

  

2 Rocking Horse  Damage to right-hand runner board Repair / replace   

2 3 x Entrance 
Gates  

Do not self-close  
 

2 have no mechanism to 
do so; this needs to be 
fitted (possibly requiring 
replacing the gates)  
1 gate has the 
mechanism but needs 
adjustment or repair 

  

2 Overhanging 
vegetation  

Tree and Bush branches overhang:  
- the Nest / Cradle Swing 
- the Zip Wire 
- the slide 

To be cut back  Will be 
progressed with 
the Council’s 
provider of 
grounds services 

 

3 Basketball Hoop Post has minor movement  
in the ground.  
Hoop is loose with Missing and loose 
fixings as indicated presenting a risk of  
hoop detaching if placed under load and 
potentially causing significant injury  
to playground users. 

Remove hoop 
Make the post firm 
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3 Fencing  fencing is in very Poor condition with  
easily climbed fencing sections, decayed 
and splintered timber sections and  
significantly damaged lower sections of 
chain link fencing due to vandalism – 
now presenting easy access for users to 
access steep slippery slope and fast  
moving water as shown 
 

Ensure water access is  
adequately fenced to 
restrict access 
permanently 
Clear safety signage is 
to be installed  
Any gated access locked 
securely to ensure no 
unattended  
access is possible by 
users 

  

3 Pathway 
through the 
centre of the 
playground 

Decayed and uneven; not suitable for 
push- or wheelchair access 
Also could be re-quoted to reduce 
gradient 

Replace, re-route   

3 Zip wire – base 
of support at 
left-hand 
(south) side is 
slightly decayed 

Review and if necessary repair / replace    

3 Bench (for 
adults) 

Decayed Replace or replace   

 

Richard Maccabee, Parish Clerk, 27/09/21 


