
Batheaston Parish Council – Council Meeting 21st February 2023 

Plan for closure of the Rhymes Pavilion 

Summary  

At its emergency meeting of 1st February Councillors “instructed the Clerk to bring forward a 

resolution to close the Rhymes Pavilion at the next meeting.” This memo sets out the steps required 

to do this.  

Consultation with clients 

Individuals and groups who have booked the Pavilion beyond 1st April, will be forewarned of 

its closure.  Contact will also be made with any regular clients, who may be expecting to 

book the Pavilion in the future.  

Amendment to Staffing  

A reduction in staffing requirement is expected.  A process of consultation will be initiated 

once this is approved.  This will be reported in detail to the Council’s HR Committee, and the 

final details approved at a meeting of this Committee.  There is the possibility of 

compensatory payments for redundancy or reduction in hours, which will be brought to 

Council.   

Insurance  

Our insurers will be contacted to advise them of the closure, seek their advice on steps we 

should take, and ask for adjustment to our premium.  

Utilities - Notice to terminate supplies  

Electricity and Water companies will be asked to terminate supply to the building.  Advice 

will be sought to ensure that this is done n a way that avoids risk of damage to equipment 

(frozen pipes, etc)  

Security  

A contractor will be procured to board up the building, to make it safe and minimise the risk 

of entry, and fire or vandalism. 

Business Rates and other contracts 

I will contact BANES and PRS/PPL to indicate that the building will be closed, and to ask for 

rebates to our business rates and music licences. 

Pursuing Future Options  

I will consult with architects to initiate conversations about possible options for the building.  

Communications  

I expect to keep Councillors informed of the detail of the above, on a weekly basis.  I will also 

highlight this in the email updates I send out, and on our website (which can be shared on 

Facebook).  The first of these updates will go out later this week.  

Richard Maccabee, Parish Clerk  

21st February 2023 


