Batheaston Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of Batheaston Parish Council held
at 7:45pm on Wednesday 1 February 2023, at the Rhymes Pavilion.
Present: Councillors Hannah Squire {Chair of Council),
Peter Bryant, Catherine McCarthy, Alexis Pavlou,
Sue Peachey and Kate Skelton.

PROCEDURAL MATTERS
1. Public participation.

1.1. A resident commented on ltem 5, the Budget and Precept
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5.1. Council received a report on the financial position of the Council, and the
projected budget for 2023/24 from the Clerk.

5.1.1. He outlined the financial performance over the past 3 years, and the
underlying trend. In summary, the Council has not covered its costs in the past
2 or more years, but this has been obscured by “windfalls”, of muliiple years of
reclaimed VAT, and CIL payments from BANES.

5.1.2. He also noted that there have been some significant spend on dealing with
legacy and backlog issues, such as over £5,000 on Streetlights. These are
likely to continue.




5.1.3. The Council’s income is down on pre-pandemic levels, most obviously in the
case of the Rhymes Pavilion which no longer attracts as many bookings as it
did previously.

5.1.4. On top of these, the Council has been subject to the inflationary pressures
well known to all: on electricity supply, salaries, and many other supplies {such
as insurance, which saw a 23% this vear).

5.1.5. He modelled various scenarios, as outlined in the papers, and noted that
making savings of 5% across the board, and increasing the Precept by 35%,

would mean that costs would be covered. but would not rastore reservas in
2023/24.

5.1.6. Finally, he noted that Batheaston's Precept is significas
for Parish and Town Councils in BANES.

have a substantial impact on the budget projectio

5.2.1.1. The Clerk presented a report that
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4 of similar pressures on their budgets. Any increase, even of £1/ week,
vould be difficult for some families.

5.3.2. Councillors noted however that its current position is unsustainable, and they
are duty-bound to seek to resolve the Council's deficit.

5.3.3. It was noted that the Council possesses a number of assets which potentially
have substantial value to the community, and alsc the ability to generate
income. For instance, there is no other football piich in Bathavon / Bathavon

North [which is right?]; nor an all-weather pi itch, and there is great demand for
both.




5.3.4. Councillors discussed the options of taking a major step at this point, rather
than making small. incremental changes. Generally the former was preferred:
small changes will not address the fundamental nature of the challenges

3.3.5. The Council would hope to tap into the skills and resources of the Parish, by
both invelving individual volunteers and other community organisations

5.3.6. Councillors also noted that discussions have commenced regarding the use
of a charity to anply for external funds to nravide the investment needed. The

other most obvious option is to seek a Public Works Loan. In both cases it was
noted that significant clerical effort would be needad

5.3.7. A consensus emerged that the Council should seek to
operational budget and invest some funds in bringing r
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5.3.8. Council approved an amendment to speci
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6.1. Council rewewed the followmg planmng applications from Bath and North

East Somerset Council, and resolved not to oppose them:
N
)

Forthcoming Meetings:

Council Meeting, 21 February 2023

incil meetings are open to the public, and members of the public
are welcome to join and may speak by invitation.

Signed by Clir Hannah Squire, Chair of Council:




