Batheaston Parish Council — Council Meeting 20" June 2023
Clerk’s Report

Summary

Another busy month: the Annual Village Meeting and then the Annual Audit process have been the
principal items. These bring to the end a round of annual processes and events, and | am hoping to
have time to catch up on other urgent matters, especially for Working Groups.

The Annual Village Meeting

| was pleased that this was very successful, judging by the healthy attendance numbers — approx.. 50
—and the feedback and general buzz in the room. We had a range of speakers from community
groups, and some active discussion at the end, and after the meeting. After two years of
disappointing events (at either extreme of the scale!), it is to be hoped that this year’s will serve as
the template for future meetings.

Systems
Two of our core systems require renewal of support arrangements:

the Finance System: our booking clerk and | are gradually increasing our use of this system,
and it has provided valuable in the year-end process. The system itself is idiosyncratic
(“clunky”) but does include all of the features we require for local council administration,
and the support service is excellent; knowledgeable and prompt.

| propose that we renew for 3 years — this gives us a 45% discount on an annual renewal; a 5-
year option giving 55% is also available, but we should review other options before then.

Council is asked to approve the renewal of support and maintenance of the Council’s
Finance Systems for 3 years.

the website: this was also implemented approx. two years ago, to meet our specific needs.
The most significant issue regarding our website is undoubtedly our ability to develop and
maintain content for it: the technology itself is not a constraint on anything that we
currently wish to do with it.

Council is asked to approve the upgrade of the website system to the latest version and
the associated Google Analytics.

Resident Communications

| have received a large amount of correspondence from residents of High Bannerdown regarding the
removal of the streetlight on the triangle (this is elsewhere on the agenda).

| drafted and submitted the text for the Spring Edition of the Batheaston Times.
The Student Project regarding Major Projects

The two students at the University of West of England have concluded their projects regarding the
Car Park Reconfiguration; the Rhymes Pavilion and the wider matters of linking green spaces
through the centre of the village. | will arrange for an online session for them to feedback to
Councillors.

Richard Maccabee, Parish Clerk
20" June 2023
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