Batheaston Parish Council — Council Meeting 12" September 2023

Streetlights maintained by the Parish Council: Summary

Summary

Batheaston Parish Council maintains 20 street lights on Parish Council and others’ land, and on the
Highway. Many of these have been upgraded over the past 2 or 3 years, and 2 have been
decommissioned. There remain four that have not been upgraded recently, all of which are on the
public highway, and therefore have the potential to have an impact on road safety.

Background

Batheaston is one of about 20 parishes in BANES with streetlights. These have been erected or
taken on by the Parish to provide a service for various reasons, principally because BANES (or its
predecessors) did not deem a light necessary or justified.

In 2020, SSE withdrew its maintenance service for these lights, and these parishes worked together
with BANES to put in place a replacement service, in an initiative led by the Clerk at South Stoke.

Since then, the Parish Council has commissioned the upgrade to LED bulb technology of the majority
of our lights, including 7 on the car park, and 7 around the Playground and Muddy Lane.

The recent decisions to decommission and then reinstate the light at the junction of High
Bannerdown has highlighted the question of the responsibility to provide lights for the purposes of
road safety.

Policy on Streetlights
The generally accepted policy positions regarding streetlights are:

o The Parish Council has absolute responsibility and authority to deal with Street Lights as it
sees fit, and is therefore entirely at liberty to decommission those that are considered
unnecessary.

e  While a streetlight is provided, it should be maintained.

e Road safety is the responsibility of the principal authority; BANES.

Proposal

There remain would be that there 4 that are on the highway and that we have not upgraded in the
past two years:

Light Location #1 Location Description BNG Easting X | BNG Northing | What3Words
Y
MUDDY LANE OPPOSITE RADFORD 378165.1971 168733.8232 icebergs.pull.wished
FARM
MUDDY LANE HOLLIES LANE JUNCTION 378065.9047 168542.7002 gift.crust.harder
FOSSE LANE LANE ENTRANCE NEAR 378112.3016 167443.9563 tender.limp.filled
FIVEWAYS
VICTORIA GARDENS OUTSIDE NO.12 377582.3212 167231.3375 lowest.closes.debate




These are all on or near the public highway, and therefore potentially have a role to play in ensuring
road safety. We should therefore request that BANES adopt these lights. If BANES do not judge that
the lights are required for road safety, then the Parish Council might wish to consult residents with a
view to decommissioning them either immediately, or when they next require maintenance.

Richard Maccabee, Parish Clerk
12t September 2023
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