
Batheaston Parish Council – Council Meeting 12th September 2023 

Clerk’s Report 

Summary  

Over the early summer I took a little time to review my list of outstanding tasks, which has remained 

stubbornly long.  I will report this separately to Councillors. Welcome back! After my holiday at the 

end of August, the new year has started with a bang, with a series of meetings and progress on many 

fronts. 

Rhymes Pavilion  

With the assistance of Cllr Butt, I have identified a surveyor and have provisionally agreed that a 

survey will be conducted of the building with a view to establishing its current fitness for use, and 

actions required.  The cost of this survey is £700, which I propose to confirm as a matter of urgency.  

I have submitted an Expression of Interest to the Community Ownership Fund seeking funds of up to 

£250,000 to substantially refurbish or replace the Pavilion. In parallel, I have been liaising with Cllr 

Bryant to prepare for the establishment of a charity to oversee the recreational facilities of the 

Council.  

Car Park  

I am progressing actions regarding the reconfiguration of the car park, along the lines outlined in the 

student project undertaken in May-July. This includes seeking WECA funding (administered by 

BANES) for Electric Vehicle Charging points.  

Playground 

I have been supporting Cllr Skelton on the latter stages of the upgrade of the Under-5’s area of the 

Playground, including the submission to Enovert for release of funding granted in 2021.  I provide a 

report on the finances separately.  

There will be separate reports on the finances elsewhere on the agenda.  

Resident Communications  

I have dealt with the usual mixture of communications by phone and email, often re-directing 

residents to other agencies.  A particular source of frustration relates to our failure to provide up to 

date and accessible information about our activities, and those of the various Working Groups.  This 

has been echoed by a few Councillors recently and in the past, and I would welcome some focus on 

improving our Communications.  

Wider engagement 

I have stepped forward (or perhaps better put, “failed to step back”) to chair the group of Parish and 

Town Councils in BANES (strictly speaking, those that subscribe to ALCA; but that accounts for the 

great majority).  This group meets 3 times a year, and I hope will provide us with a stronger network 

of contacts in the area (in the way that we were able to collaborate to provide support for 

streetlights, see Item 6.3).   

Richard Maccabee, 

Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 

12th September 2023  


