Batheaston Parish Council — Council Meeting 10'" October 2023
Clerk’s Report

Summary

| have spent much of the month focused on financial administration, which is reported elsewhere on
the agenda. Rachel Orme and | are slowly becoming proficient in using the system more effectively
and efficiently.

The notice of conclusion of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return was received on 29"
September. There are some recommendations from the External Auditor, to add to those made by
the Internal Auditor, but | am glad to say that they amount to substantially fewer and less wide-
ranging than in recent years.

Insurance

As instructed by Council | sought competitive pricing from insurers who service the particular needs
of Local Councils, with the result that the renewal was substantially below the figure quoted for
renewal with our existing provider. As well as the difference of approximately £600, the review of
cover identified a previous omission — cover for the Public Conveniences at the Riverside — which
have been included in the reduced price.

One of the significant recommendations from the AGAR is to update our asset register, and this is
likely to lead to amendments to the policy.

Streetlights

| am pleased to report that the streetlight at High Bannerdown has been reinstated, and | have
received messages of thanks from two of the local residents. | have yet to propose to B&NES that
they take on the management of this and the other four lights on the roadside that we currently
operate.

Electricity Supply

Over the past two months, at the behest of the suppliers, smart meters have been installed in our
two buildings, the Rhymes Pavilion and the Public Conveniences. In the case of the latter, | have
been notified that our current contract — as an associate of a B&NES-negotiated contract — will come
to an end at the end of March 2024. | will start the process of procuring a new contract.

Resident Communications

| have dealt with the usual mixture of communications by phone and email, often re-directing
residents to other agencies. A particular source of frustration relates to our failure to provide up to
date and accessible information about our activities, and those of the various Working Groups. This
has been echoed by a few Councillors recently and in the past, and | would welcome some focus on
improving our Communications.



Wider engagement
| have attended to sector meetings recently, which may prove fruitful for the Council.

| attended the Avon Local Councils Association’s AGM on Saturday 7" October. This featured an
impressive presentation on Developing Climate Change and Nature Projects from the Climate &
Nature Officer at Frampton Cotterell Parish Council in South Gloucestershire, which included some
inspiring examples of engaging the community on a range of projects. | remind Councillors of the
new obligation on us to consider biodiversity in our management of land, and the need for us to
“complete [our] first consideration of what action to take for biodiversity by 1 January 2024”.
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complying-with-the-biodiversity-duty)

| also attended a Community Resilience Day run by B&NES, and suggest that we consider developing
a basic plan to support vulnerable members of our community in the event of a major interruption to
normal life.

Richard Maccabee,
Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
10*" October 2023



