Batheaston Parish Council — Council Meeting 14" November 2023
Clerk’s Report

Finance and HR Committee

Meetings of the two newly reformed Committees of the Council — Finance and Human Resources —
have taken place this month. This is welcome, because they each provide a focus on areas that we
still need to improve. We made good progress on some important matters, which | hope will
continue with the next meetings in early January.

Resident Communications

Another particular aspect of my work this month has been the considerable amount of
communication from residents, about planning applications and the diversion of the footpath (the
latter since withdrawn). Much of the correspondence is polite and constructive. There is also
however a significant amount that is aggressive, and shows a level of ignorance about the role of the
Council —for instance, of the facts that Parish Councillors are not paid; that your powers are limited
in respect of Highways in particular; and of course that the Council is under complement. | would
hope that with a newly formed Working Group to focus on Communications we will be able to dispel
some of these misapprehensions.

Rhymes Pavilion

| had a positive and constructive meeting with a group of residents regarding the current operation
of the Rhymes, and the backlog of maintenance tasks that need to be undertaken. Carrying out
these short-term maintenance tasks was approved at the Council meeting of 14" November (Item
10.2.2), with a maximum budget of £3,000.

Richard Maccabee,
Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
12" December 2023



