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1. Our aim is to make Batheaston a welcoming and special place to live for all its residents. 
 
 

2. In a time of constant and sometimes challenging change, that requires a clear and 
purposeful set of policies to guide decisions and achieve by design rather than chance the 
outcomes we want for our community. 
 
 

3. This document describes the policies in support of realising the Batheaston Vision Plan, 
proposed 2009 and updated from time to time.  The latest inputs were taken from the 
Neighbourhood Plan Survey (March 2018) and the Batheaston Village Landscape 
Character Assessment (March 2018). 
 
 

4. These are your policies.  The Batheaston Parish Council is merely your representation at 
local government level to make our village and community a special place to live.  All 
further comments, ideas and initiatives are welcome.   
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BATHEASTON FACTS, ISSUES AND VISION  
 
 
The 2011 National Census records Batheaston to have a resident population of 2,735 living in 
1,183 households and 1,221 dwellings.  52% of the population is aged between 25-64 and 23% is 
over 65. The average household size is 2.3 persons.  Single person households amount to 29% of 
total households and households with dependent children to 27%.  Residents report high levels 
of wellbeing, with 85% reporting good or very good health levels and 73% stating they are 
economically active.  Transport is mainly by car (60%), with bus (9%) and foot/bicycle (14%) 
the main alternatives.  43% of households report owning a car or van, 41% 2 or more.  The 
housing stock is mainly detached (33%), semi-detached (25%) and terraced (31%), with 75% of 
dwellings private owned.   
 
The Parish is dispersed over a wide geographical area, consisting of 4 main and poorly-connected 
areas: High Street, Elmhurst & St Catherine’s, Bannerdown and Northend.  The latter includes a 
substantial rural hinterland.  Importantly, the unique typography creates a large, rich and varied 
biodiversity of historical and environmental significance: riverside meadows, hillside meadows 
and woods of Charmy Down and Little Solsbury, Little Solsbury Hill Fort, Limestone Link, and 
the Bannerdown Common and Monkswood Valley areas of special scientific interest.   
 
Batheaston’s topography channels much of its infrastructure (housing, roads, shops, utilities) in 
narrow corridors along the river Avon, which at commuter times can often become congested. 
In short, the High Street acts a natural ‘bottle-neck’.  While the old A4 became ‘de-trunked’ with 
the opening of the by-pass in 1996, the lack of a spur to the A36 and an inefficient junction with 
the A4/London Road continue to drive traffic through the village.  Inefficient flow control at 
the toll bridge and on the London Road also cause recurrent traffic jams and pollution on the 
High Street.  Lately, the commercial use of the MOD hangars at Colerne has generated more 
HGV traffic down Bannerdown Road.  Lastly, the moves to discourage private car travel into 
Bath has attracted an increasing number of “park and ride” commuters to the village.   
 
The negative impact on living conditions, personal health and safety of these traffic and issues 
are the single largest concern of residents. Recent ACQM data indicates that the pollution levels 
on the High Street are at the highest for the area and close to EU legal limits.  Local business 
suffers from commuters monopolising local car parking spaces.  The possible introduction of a 
CAZ would deteriorate this situation further as more commuters use the toll bridge and local 
parking to avoid the CAZ fee.   
 
The narrow range of local shops and poor broadband speeds further attract dissatisfaction.  They 
also leave Batheaston poorly positioned for the emerging knowledge economy.  There is strong 
support for more and better community spaces and facilities, e.g. cultural and meeting spaces 
and a farmer’s market.  Many villagers would wish to see better and more local employment 
opportunities.  Residents state a strong desire to see Batheaston’s natural environment and 
biodiversity encouraged for recreational and employment purposes as envisioned in the 2009 
Batheaston Vision Plan.  The policies presented in the paper represent the key tenants to 
implement this vision plan further and foster the sustainability of community, environment and 
wellbeing of the Batheaston community. 
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OVERVIEW OF POLICIES 
 
 
 
BE1.  “A place we call home”:  The Batheaston Parish Council in all its actions shall foster a 

distinct sense of place, attachment and wellbeing of residents. 
 
 
 
BE2.  Green corridors:  Batheaston shall reserve existing and new spaces for creating green 

corridors including a “village green” so as to encourage greater interaction between the 
different communities of the village, and to promote local wellbeing, health and 
biodiversity. 

 
 
 
BE3.  Sustainability by design:  A sustainability assessment shall be presented for all 

development proposals and development proposals shall be supported where they 
advance the quality of life of the community. 

 
 
 
BE4.  Local economy:  Batheaston shall support measured developments which upgrade and 

expand infrastructure, business and employment in the village generally and its natural 
capital specifically. 

 
 
 
BE5.  Shared and clean mobility:  Batheaston shall support and seek to be an early 

participant in the development of electric, self-drive and shared car ownership.   
 
 
 
BE6.  “The polluter pays”:  Batheaston shall not permit legal limits of pollution to be 

exceeded, and shall seek direct action and financial redress from parties causing excess 
pollution. 
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DETAIL OF POLICIES  
 
 
 
1. “A PLACE WE CALL HOME” 
 
 

1.1. BPC policy 
 

The Batheaston Parish Council in all its actions shall foster a distinct sense of place, 
attachment and wellbeing of residents.   

 
1.2. Rationale for policy 

 
Batheaston residents consistently and persistently demand action to create a greater sense 
of community to counteract alienation and breakdown of society innate to our increasing 
global, mobile and digital environment:   
• Over 90% of respondents in the Neighbourhood Plan Survey 2018 called for 

Batheaston to remain a distinct entity by retaining its rural landscape; 
• 2009 Batheaston Survey results; 97% of respondents ‘considered it essential to 

maintain the character and appearance of Batheaston.’ 
 

1.3. Evidence sources  
 

• Batheaston Vision Plan (2009) 
• Neighbourhood Plan Survey (March 2018) 
• Neighbourhood Plan Survey Results meeting (25th October 2018) 
• Batheaston Village Landscape Character Assessment (March 2018) 
• Batheaston Residents Forward group, various threads (present) 
• Open Day consultation (12th October 2017) 

 
1.4. Policy context  

 
• B&NES Local Plan 2007 
• B&NES Green Spaces Infrastructure study 2013  
• BH16 Village Buffers 
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2. GREEN CORRIDORS 
 
 

2.1. BPC policy  
 

Batheaston shall reserve existing and new spaces for creating green corridors including a 
“village green” so as to encourage greater interaction between the different communities 
of the village, and to promote local wellbeing, health and biodiversity. 
 
Footpaths shall be enhanced, created and joined up to form part of a coherent pedestrian 
network linking all parts of the village, and all developments shall provide for pedestrian 
links to neighbouring streets and pedestrian routes.   
 
Any new development must have regard to protecting and enhancing local wildlife and 
biodiversity. Planting of hedges on new developments should be of native species of trees 
and shrubs as laid out in the Landscape Character Assessment. 

 
2.2. Rationale for policy 

 
The Neighbourhood Plan Survey (2018) and resident forums confirm a strong desire that 
its natural environment and biodiversity should be encouraged, and that greater access for 
recreational purposes should be opened.  We also aim to reduce traffic through the village 
and facilitate greater and greener mobility.  An ageing population requires, and the rise of 
electrical bicycles and mobility scooters offers, a local opportunity for ecological and safe 
recreation. 

 
The Batheaston parish assets offer a credible starting point for realising the policy: 
a. Land and premises between Coalpit Road and St Catherine’s Brook, comprising 

playing field, the Rhymes Pavilion, enclosed play area and equipment, hard court with 
lights. Area adjacent to Multi sport court now tarmacked (approx. 2.9 acres); 

b. Pig Ground - at junction of High Street and the Batch (south end); 
c. The Pound - at pound hill; 
d. Salisbury Lane Corner - including the Queen Victoria Jubilee seat and tree; 
e. Village Green Area outside St Johns church. 

 
Further options for creating green corridors between the various areas of the village will be 
evaluated in an updated Vision Plan starting later in 2019. 
 
This policy aims to protect this sensitive area of open country in creating a community and 
is in conformity with B&NES Local Plan 2007 and B&NES green space infrastructure 
study 2013.  Development within our village area (defined on Map 2 as an Area of 
Separation) will be required to comply with the Housing Development Boundary (HDB) 
policy of this plan and B&NES policy BH16 and not lessen in any way the visual 
separation between the villages.  Importantly, this policy is a direct fit with the 
environmental land management policies intended to be phased in between 2021-27.  
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2.3. Evidence sources  

 
• Neighbourhood Plan Survey results (March 2018), with 74% of respondents stating 

that the Green Belt / Green Network must not be altered to meet the need for new 
housing in the area. 

• Batheaston Village Landscape Character Assessment (March 2018) 
• Batheaston Residents Forward group, various threads (present) 
 
2.4. Policy context  

 
• Batheaston Vision Plan 2009 
• Localism Act 2011 
• National planning policy framework para 35, 69, 70, 75, 109, 125, 126 
• RA1 development in villages meeting the list criteria 
• GB2 visual amenities of green belt 
• BH 15 visually important open spaces 
• NE1, NE4 & NE12 landscape character and woodland conservation. 
• BH16 Village Buffers 
• B&NES Local Plan 2007 
• B&NES core strategy adopted July 2014 polices 
• B&NES Green spaces Infrastructure study 2013 
• Agriculture Bill, House Committee Bill 292 
• Health and Harmony: the future for food, farming and the environment in a Green 

Brexit, Defra February 2018 
• T5 cycling strategy, improved facilities 
• T14 introduction of traffic management schemes in residential areas 
• T15 introduction of traffic management schemes in rural areas 
• T24 general development control and access policy 
• SR9 protection of recreation routes 
• Manual for streets 2, 2005 
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3. SUSTAINABILITY BY DESIGN 

 
 

3.1. BPC policy 
 

A sustainability assessment shall be presented for all development proposals and 
development proposals shall be supported where they advance the quality of life of the 
community.  
 
The sustainability assessment shall include i.a.:  
• Character in context of the surrounding area, e.g., scale, mass, height, form, materials, 

colours, textures, landscape and boundary treatments  
• The social benefits and costs created by the development, e.g., contributions to public 

goods, employment, congestion, pollution, on-street parking, highway safety, … 
• The environmental benefits and costs created by the development, e.g., energy 

efficiency, vehicle charging, skyline impact, biodiversity impact, light pollution, … 
 

All development proposals will be expected to generate net benefits for the village.  
Specifically, in light of current issues: 
• The development of further housing in the village shall only be supported on infill 

sites within the HDB, subject to compliance with the policies in this Neighbourhood 
Plan; 

• Parking provision must avoid an increase in on-street parking in the vicinity of the site 
which would detract from the highway safety and residential amenity; 

• Clean energy use and reduced carbon emission must be endeavoured; 
• Local wildlife and biodiversity must be protected enhanced with open access ways and 

native species of trees and shrubs; 
• Batheaston’s landmark structures and their settings must be protected from 

inappropriate development; 
• Proposals must maintain private amenity space suited to the size of property.  

 
3.2. Rationale for policy 

 
The uncosted impact on living conditions, personal health and safety of continuous 
development and associated pollution and issues are the single greatest priority for 
residents.  The aim of this policy is not to restrict development but to provide a 
framework for assessing explicitly and transparently the potential impact of development 
on residents’ physical and mental wellbeing.   

 
3.3. Evidence sources  

 
• 74% of respondents who felt that the Green Belt / Green Network should not be 

altered to meet the need for new social housing in the area. 
• 23% were against any development. 

 
 



 x 

 
3.4. Policy context  

 
• National planning policy framework para 58, 61, 96, and 98. 
• B&NES core strategy adopted July 2014 policies SD1 presumption in favour of 

sustainable development, CP3 renewable energy. 
• B&NES sustainable construction SPD 2013. 
• UK HMG ‘Road to Zero’ strategy 
• Batheaston Design Statement 
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4. LOCAL ECONOMY 
 
 

4.1. BPC policy  
 

Batheaston shall support measured developments which upgrade and expand 
infrastructure, business and employment in the village generally and its natural capital 
specifically. 

 
The Green Corridor, Sustainability by Design and Shared and Clean Mobility directly 
support this Local Economy policy.  In specific support, all new dwellings and commercial 
premises will be required to install a fibre optic cable into the site – or provide ducting for 
the installation of such connection at a future time.   

 
 

4.2. Rationale for policy  
 

The knowledge economy provides a unique opportunity to expand employment without 
undue need for physical infrastructure.   It does require superfast connectivity and more 
and better community and meeting spaces.   
 
Batheaston’s natural biodiversity, its proximity to Bath and the upcoming change to the 
agricultural policies of public money for public goods through environmental land 
management schemes provide a market and employment opportunities in environmental 
stewardship, eco-tourism and wild produce.  The Neighbourhood Plan Survey (2018) 
indicated a continued interest to see a thriving farmers’ market in Batheaston. 
 
4.3. Evidence sources  

 
• Neighbourhood Plan Survey results (March 2018) 
• Batheaston Village Landscape Character Assessment (March 2018) 
• Batheaston Residents Forward group, various threads (present) 
• Batheaston Vision Plan and Surveys (2009) 
 
4.4. Policy context  

 
• National planning policy framework paras 42 
• B&NES core strategy adopted July 2014 policies CP13 infrastructure provisions 
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5. SHARED AND CLEAN MOBILITY 
 
 

5.1. BPC policy 
 

Batheaston shall support, and seek to be an early participant in, the development of clean-
energy, self-driving cars and their shared ownership.   

 
5.2. Rationale for policy 

 
The typography of Batheaston creates an acute car use and parking problem, especially in 
the High Street and Elmhurst & St Catherine’s areas.  As many car movements are local, 
the emergence of shared ownership of self-driving cars could provide a step-change 
solution and the Parish Council will proactively promote Batheaston as test place for this 
new technology. 
 
5.3. Evidence sources  

 
• Survey results: the average number of cars/household is 1.42. 
• ACQM data Dec 18 - Mar 19, Batheaston High St showing numerous occasions when 

NO2 levels broke EU limits of 40 µg/m3. 
 

5.4. Policy context  
 

• Pathway to Driverless Cars: Proposals to support advanced driver assistance systems 
and automated vehicle technologies, 2016 

• Automated and Electric Vehicles (AEV) Bill, 2017 
• B&NES Local Plan Draft, Policy D1: A Balanced and Integrated Transport System. 

 
 
 
  



 xiii 

6. “THE POLLUTER PAYS” 
 
 

6.1. BPC policy 
 

Batheaston shall not permit legal limits of pollution to be exceeded and shall seek direct 
action and financial redress from parties causing excess pollution (directly or indirectly). 
 
Per the Sustainability by Design policy, any new development proposal with measurable 
traffic impact will require a traffic and pollutions study as part of the planning application 
to include the likely impact on pedestrians and cyclists.  

 
6.2. Rationale for policy 

 
The current pollution levels on the High Street are amongst the highest levels for the area 
and close to EU legal limits, caused mainly by inefficient flow control at the toll bridge and 
on the London Road.  A proposed housing development at Colerne's Airfield site and the 
potential introduction of a CAZ could worsen this situation significantly, imposing direct 
health, safety and wellbeing costs on the village residents.  
 
6.3. Evidence sources  

 
• ACQM data Dec 18-Mar 2019, Batheaston High St showing numerous occasions 

when NO2 levels broke EU limits of 40 µg/m3 
 

6.4. Policy context  
 

• National planning policy framework para 30, 32 
• Air Quality Strategy (UK Govt), July 2007 
• Environment Act 1995 (part IV)  
• B&NES core strategy adopted July 2014 CP13 infrastructure provision 
• B&NES local plan 2007 saved policies, ESI noise and vibration 
• T24 general development control and access policy 


