
 

The Riverside and Secret Garden Batheaston 

 

History 
 
The Secret Garden, Batheaston was formerly 
part of the gardens to Batheaston House, 
built in 1712 for Henry Walters. The garden 
was bounded to the south by the river, to the 
north and east by stone walls and laid out 
with formal walks focussed on the shell niche 
seat. The stone walls are 18th century and 
are Grade II listed.  Batheaston House 
remained in the Walters family until 1921. 
The oldest tree in the garden is a mulberry 
and is believed to date from the late 19th 
Century. 
 
 There was a croquet lawn/grass tennis court 
where the toilet block now stands and the 
hole in the wall is believed to have been used 
for returning lost balls from the garden – 
there were no gateways into the garden until 
the 1990’s hence the Secret Garden.  
 
The garden was laid out as a fruit and 
vegetable garden in the 1930’s, this is when 
most of the apple trees were planted.   
In 1959 the eastern portion of the garden 
was separated from the rest of the property 
forming the garden as we see it today.  After 
a period of neglect, funding was provided by 
the then Wansdyke District Council, Avon 
Gardens Trust and others to renovate the 
gardens.  Work commenced in 1987 and the 
garden opened to the public in 1991.  

 Regeneration 
 
In January 2018 the Batheaston Parish 
Council signed a Community Asset Transfer 
with B&NES Council for the Garden and the 
adjacent Riverside Car Park and Toilet Block. 
The Parish Council funded the refurbishment 
of the toilet block in 2018.  
 
Under the direction of members of the 
Batheaston Garden Group the garden has 
been cleared of weeds and replanted with 
funding from the Parish Council and other 
local benefactors.  A monthly work party is 
held to maintain and improve the garden.  
This is supported by a network of volunteers.  
For further details email 
contact@batheastongardengroup.co.uk 
 
In 2019 the Parish Council and Batheaston 
Garden Group applied for grants to renew 
the garden paths.  Funds were granted by 
Ibstock Enovert Trust through the Landfill 
Communities Fund and by the Andrew 
Fletcher Grassroots Fund with the Parish 
Council providing the majority of the funding.  
These grants enabled the garden to become 
accessible to all. 
 
See www.batheaston.org.uk for past and 
future events in the garden. 

 
 

 

http://www.batheaston.org.uk/

