Response to Local Plan Partial Update Review — Batheaston Parish Council, June 2020

Context / Background
(note that | am not sure if this has any weight in the process; it may be ignored)

- Batheaston characteristics: dispersed, demographics (what?), lack of sports facilities
- Housing stock, significant number of properties that could benefit from improved insulation, heating, solar power?
- AONB... “green belt” ...?
- Batheaston benefits from, but can also suffer from, its proximity to Bath. Particular concerns arise from:
e transport and parking, displaced commuter traffic
e residential and commercial property, effects
e pollution?
Impact of policies which can put Batheaston businesses at a disadvantage

Also note the following from Sarah Warren’s submission:

“There should be an explicit policy protecting Bathampton Meadows from development of an unacceptable nature, detailing its importance to the West of
England Nature Recovery Network, and its key roles in supporting (1) flood management for the city of Bath, (2) biodiversity enhancement as a key location
for nature within the Nature Recovery Network, (3) carbon sequestration through enhancement of species rich grassland, (4) environmental quality for
people to enjoy, and (5) creation of an active travel network connecting the villages east of Bath.”

The Consultation
In the following table: the first three columns are BANES':

e areference to the Local Plan section;

e comment from BANES’ Planners;

e whether or not the section is included in this partial update. | have greyed out these sections, but | have included a number where Sarah has
indicated that they should be included in the review, and where | think BCP may wish to support this view.

The next column is a proposed submission from Batheaston Parish Council (BCP), more often than repeating or heavily based on Sarah Warren’s submission
(as Ward Councillor, but substantially as “Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency”)

And the final column is a comment from me, in may cases highlighting those policies that | believe BCP may have a strong view on.






Policy

PMP:RA1
development in the
villages meeting the
listed criteria

Assessment

As set out above there is a need to
identify sufficient housing sites to
ensure a continuous housing land
supply and sufficient supply to meet
the overall Core Strategy requirement
in accordance with the current spatial
strategy. Through this process the
number of dwellings directed to
specific settlements identified in the
Core Strategy and Placemaking Plan
may require revision but not to the
extent that this would alter the current
spatial strategy. This may require Policy
RA1 to be updated.

Included in

the partial
update?

PMP:RA2
Development in
villages outside the
Green Belt not

As set out above there is a need to
identify sufficient housing sites to
ensure a continuous housing land
supply and sufficient supply to meet

Proposed submission

BPC oppose any large-scale increase in
housing in the village; it lacks
infrastructure, both transport and
facilities such as schools, and it is
unlikely that these can be remedied
adequately, due to the topography of
the village.

RM Comment

| have not located “Policy RA1”
(nor do | know if all or part of
Batheaston is in the green belt);
the comment needs to be
submitted in whichever box is
approropiate.)




meeting Policy RA1
criteria

the overall Core Strategy requirement
in accordance with the current spatial
strategy. Through this process the
number of dwellings directed to
specific settlements identified in the
Core Strategy and Placemaking Plan
may require revision but not to the
extent that this would alter the current
spatial strategy. This may require Policy
RA2 to be updated.

CS:CP1 Retrofitting
existing buildings

The policy may need to be updated in
order to fully reflect the Council’s
priorities in the context of the climate
and nature emergency.

Batheaston has a considerable stock of

housing that would benefit from
environmental improvement, including
the addition of double glazing and
other improvements to insulation;
more environmentally and cost-
effective heating, and PV solar panels.

See also PMP:SCR2

CS:CP2 Sustainable
construction

These policies need to be updated in
order to fully reflect the Council’s
priorities in the context of a climate
and nature emergency.

CS:CP3 Renewable
energy

These policies need to be updated in
order to fully reflect the Council’s
priorities in the context of a climate
and nature emergency.

Are there any projects we would
wish to highlight?

PMP:SCR1 On-site
renewable energy
requirement

These policies need to be updated in
order to fully reflect the Council’s
priorities in the context of a climate
and nature emergency.




PMP:SCR2 Roof
mounted / building
integrated scale
solar PV

These policies need to be updated in
order to fully reflect the Council’s
priorities in the context of a climate
and nature emergency.

As above, particularly relevant for
the ElImhurst Estate?

PMP:SCR3 Ground
mounted solar arrays

These policies need to be updated in
order to fully reflect the Council’s
priorities in the context of a climate
and nature emergency.

PMP:SCR4
Community
renewable energy
schemes

These policies need to be updated in
order to fully reflect the Council’s
priorities in the context of a climate
and nature emergency.

Are there any projects we would
wish to highlight?

CS:CP4 District
heating

This policy needs to be reviewed and
updated in order to fully reflect the
Council’s priorities in the context of a
climate and nature emergency

As part of review, district heating must
be further facilitated to support
achievement of climate emergency
objective — not only in a list of named
locations (as in the old version of the
policy), but in any applicable
development across the district




CS:CP6
Environmental
quality

The policy likely needs to be updated to
reflect the Environment Bill when it is
enacted.

Agree with this. The policy should also
include a presumption in favour of
development safeguarding national
assets and green infrastructure. It
should include reference to proactive
working to implement the West of
England Nature Partnership’s Nature
Recovery Netowork. The Re-set
principles of combining human
settlement with reforesting, rewilding,
carbon sequestration, food growing,
renewable energy generation and
water conservation should be central
to all planning policy. Bathampton
Meadows should be named for
protection.

The comment here is Sarah
Warren’s. Only change | propose
is to add other areas of
Batheaston (or nearby): Solsbury
Hill; Charmy Down?










PMP:NE2 Conserving | This policy needs to be reviewed and Anything to be said such as “re-
and enhancing the updated in order to fully reflect the wilding”, enhancing or increasing
landscape and national policies. woodland, protection of the
landscape character River, and Meadows?




PMP:NE3 Sites,
species and habitats

Need to reflect the evidence base
being prepared at the sub-regional and
local levels. It also needs to be
amended to better reflect the NPPF
2019 (which strengthens the protection
of irreplaceable habitats) and also the
Environment Bill when enacted. It
should be updated through the Local
Plan partial update

As PMP:NE2 above

PMP:NE4 Ecosystem
services

Through the partial update and with
reference to the assessment of Policy
NE3 above it needs to be updated in
order to clarify what is meant by
Ecosystem Services and what would be
required in order to deliver Ecosystem
Services in an effective way

PMP:NES5 Ecological
networks

See Policy NE3 assessment above.

But note that Sarah has asked
that it is included in the review. If
you agree, we can echo her
comments, as left.




PMP:CP7 Green
infrastructure

Through the partial update these
policies need to be reviewed and
potentially updated in order to reflect
the Council’s climate & nature
emergency, Environment Bill and sub-
regional and local evidence.

Make reference to commuting
into Bath

PMP:NE1
Development and
green infrastructure

Through the partial update these
policies need to be reviewed and
potentially updated in order to reflect
the Council’s climate & nature
emergency, Environment Bill and sub-
regional and local evidence

Reference to issues (and
opportunities) relating to
commuting into Bath

But note that Sarah has asked
that it is included in the review
(as left). If you agree, we can
echo her comments, as left.

But note that Sarah has asked
that it is included in the review




PMP:GB2
Development in
Green Belt villages

The policy approach to infill
development within villages washed
over by the Green Belt may need to be
re-looked at through the Local Plan
partial update.

Policy should be included and
amended to expressly allow the
construction of solar PV on existing
buildings in the Green Belt, as a
measure to support the huge increase
in renewable electricity generation
required to achieve climate emergency
objectives.

(as left). If you agree, we can
echo her comments, as left.

Comment left is Sarah’s; do you
agree?

Comment left is Sarah’s. Do you
wish to endorse this, and/or to
make similar point ref other
aspects of development?

Note there are references in this
section to Clean Air Zone. Do you
wish to make a comment?










CS:RA4 Rural
exceptions sites

Consider reviewing and revising this
policy in the partial update in order to
increase the supply of affordable
housing through facilitating greater
delivery in the rural areas.

Are there any comments to make
in this regard?

PMP:H1 Housing and
facilities for the

elderly, people with
other supported
housing or care
needs

PMP:H2 Houses in
multiple occupation

Policy may require updating through
the partial update in order to help
better facilitate the supply of housing
to meet specific needs e.g. including
those of older people (potentially
through the allocation of sites, revision
of the policy approach towards elderly
persons housing and reviewing housing
accessibility standards)

Through the partial update
consideration should be given as to
whether the policy should apply to
extensions to existing HMOs i.e. use

Are there any comments to make
on this question?




class small HMOs (C4) to large HMOs
(SG) or other changes of use

PMP:H4 Self-build

This policy encourages self-build, but it
does not create a policy environment
that facilitates delivery as required
nationally. Therefore amending the
policy approach should be considered
through the partial update.

Are there any comments to make
on this question?

PMP:H7 Housing
accessibility

In order to help deliver the housing
needs of elderly persons and in light of
the Council’s priorities, application of
the accessibility standards should be
considered through the partial update.
Internal space standards are currently
only applied to affordable housing. For
market housing, the standard is usually
exceeded, but occasionally it is not.
‘Micro housing’ is also emerging as a
niche market. It is helpful to review this
element of the policy through the new
Local Plan

Are there any comments to make
on this question? Are there
particular issues relating to the
topography of the Parish?



















PMP:CP12 Centres
and retailing

This policy may need to be
updated/amended in relation to the
approach to the location of additional
hotel provision in the District and
specifically Bath. In the new Local Plan
consideration should also be given to
amending/ strengthening wording of
Policy CP12 to address the potential for
mixed use / higher density
development; securing a high quality
environment; sustainable access;
embedding the Healthy Streets
approach; local identity and sense of

Are there any comments to make
on this question; ref enhancing
retail and other services in
Batheaston, supporting such
businesses?




PMP:ST1 Promoting
sustainable travel

place; barrier free and inclusive
environments; maximising footfall;
safety and security. The list of local
centres may also need to be reviewed
in preparing the new Local Plan.

Policy ST1 needs to be reviewed and
may require updating through the Local
Plan partial update in order to ensure it
better reflects the Council’s climate
emergency declaration. Additionally
consideration should be given to
aligning it with the Healthy Streets
Approach. This puts people, and their
health, at the heart of decision making
and results in healthier, more inclusive
places where people choose to walk,

Agree that inclusion of this policy in
the review is essential. At all times in
design and planning, there should be a
presumption in favour of active and
public transport modes and efforts
made to make car driving the less
obvious option. This will contribute to
mode shift from car to other modes,
assisting in achieving the reduction in
mileage per person required for
climate emergency objective.

Comment left is Sarah’s.

BCP could make a specific
comment referring to commuting
to Bath and “mode shift” in
Batheaston?




cycle and where possible use public
transport

Note Sarah’s comment left.

Does BCP wish to support this,
specifically ref cycle route to
Bath?




PMP:ST5 Traffic
management
proposals

PMP:ST7 Transport
requirements for
managing
development

Through the partial update need to
consider updating this policy in light of
the climate emergency.

Comment left is Sarah’s.

BCP may wish to support this,
with stronger statement relating
specifically to any consideration
of Park and Ride in or near the
Parish.

Need to consider revisiting the Y Fully support proposed review of this Are there any comments to make
approach to defining parking standards policy. on this question? Specifically
in the Local Plan and reviewing & relating to parking in centre?

updating the parking standards
themselves in light of the climate
emergency through the Local Plan
partial update




PMP:B1 Bath spatial
study

This policy will need to be reviewed
through the preparation of a new Local
Plan in the context of a new sub-
regional plan. In the meantime and
through the partial update there is a
need to identify sufficient housing sites
to ensure a continuous housing land
supply and sufficient supply to meet
the overall Core Strategy requirement
in accordance with the current spatial
strategy. Through this process the
number of dwellings directed to Bath
and identified in Policy B1 may require

This policy should be included.
Reference to an area of search for an
eastern park and ride site should be
removed, as expansion of traditional
large city-edge park and ride sites
increases car mileage and is
incompatible with a declaration of
climate emergency.

Comment left is Sarah’s.

BCP may wish to support this,
with stronger statement relating
specifically to any consideration
of Park and Ride in or near the
Parish.




revision but not to the extent that this
would alter the current spatial strategy.

Comment left is Sarah’s.

BCP may wish to support this,
with stronger statement relating
specifically to any consideration
of Park and Ride in or near the
Parish.

PMP:B2 Central area | Needs to be reviewed in the context of | Y
strategic policy a new sub-regional plan, in the
meantime there is a need to review the
policy through the partial update in
terms of the approach towards
additional visitor accommodation
reflecting the latest evidence.

This last section refers to specific locations in BANES. None near or adjoining Batheaston, PMP:SB2 is perhaps most relevant.

PMP:SB1 The site is not subject to planning Y
Development permission. The policy needs to be
requirements and reviewed

design principles
Walcot Street /
Cattlemarket site




PMP:SB3 The site is not subject to planning Y
Development permission. Virgil Building is now
requirements and occupied by the University of Bath. The
design principles policy approach needs to be reviewed
Manvers Street in order to reflect current

circumstances.

PMP:SB6 South Bank | The policy remains broadly relevant
and fit for purpose. However, it may
need to be updated in order to enable
further clarity.

PMP:SB8 Western Application submitted for northern

Riverside bank on part of the site for 176
dwellings. Delivery on going. Policy
approach to be reviewed.




PMP:SB14 Twerton
Park

The site is not subject to planning
permission and the policy should be
reviewed through the partial update.

PMP:SB15 Hartwells
Garage

The site is not subject to planning
permission and the policy should be
reviewed through the partial update.




PMP:SB16 Burlington
Street

No applications submitted. This policy
should be reviewed through the partial
update.

PMP:SB17
Englishcombe Lane

The site is not subject to planning
permission. Therefore, the policy
should be reviewed through the partial
update.

PMP:SB18 Royal
United Hospital

No application submitted. The policy
should be reviewed through the partial
update.

PMP:B5 Strategic
policy for
universities, private
colleges and their
impacts

The development capacity at the
Claverton Campus needs to be
reviewed and potentially updated
through the partial update.

PMP:SB19 University
of Bath at Claverton
Down

The University of Bath has prepared its
masterplan for Claverton Down
Campus. The policy needs to be
reviewed in light of the masterplan and
to reflect updated development
capacity.

PMP:SB20 Bath Spa
University, Newton
Park Campus

The Bath Spa University is in the
process of preparing its Estate Plan.
The policy needs to be reviewed in light
of the Estate Plan

CS:B3A Land
adjoining Odd Down,
Bath strategic site
allocation

Permission granted on part of the site
for 171 dwellings in August 2019. There
is a need to review and potentially
update the policy in light of this
permission and updated evidence.

PMP:KE1 Keynsham
spatial strategy

This policy will need to be reviewed
through the preparation of a new Local
Plan in the context of a new sub-




PMP:KE2B Riverside
and fire station site

regional plan. In the meantime and
through the partial update there is a
need to identify sufficient housing sites
to ensure a continuous housing land
supply and sufficient supply to meet
the overall Core Strategy requirement
in accordance with the current spatial
strategy. Through this process the
number of dwellings directed to
Keynsham and identified in Policy KE1
may require revision but not to the
extent that this would alter the current
spatial strategy.

Riverside under construction.
Application submitted for Fire Station
but withdrawn. The policy should be
reviewed through the partial update

CE:KE3A Land
adjoining East
Keynsham strategic
site allocation

The residential element of the
allocation has full planning permission
and is under construction. The
employment element of the allocation
does not have planning permission.
Therefore, consideration of whether
parts of this policy need updating will
be undertaken through the Local plan
partial update.




CS:KE3B Safeguarded
land at East

Keynsham

PMP:SV1 Somer
Valley spatial
strategy

Needs to be reviewed through the
partial update.

This policy will need to be reviewed
through the preparation of a new Local
Plan in the context of a new sub-
regional plan. In the meantime and
through the partial update, there is a
need to identify sufficient housing sites
to ensure a continuous housing land
supply and sufficient supply to meet
the overall Core Strategy requirement
in accordance with the current spatial
strategy. Through this process the
number of dwellings directed to the
Somer Valley and identified in Policy
SV1 may require revision but not to the
extent that this would alter the current
spatial strategy.

PMP:SV2 Midsomer
Norton town centre
strategic policy

The overall approach will be reviewed
through the new Local Plan

PMP:SSV1 Policy
SSV1 central High
Street core site

The policy remains relevant and does
not need updating, however it will
need to be reviewed through the new
Local Plan

PMP:SSV2 South
Road car park

No application submitted. The policy
should be reviewed through the partial
update




PMP:SSV4 Former
Welton
manufacturing site

Outline permission granted in April
2018. However, discussions are taking
place in respect of achievability of this
permission. The policy should be
reviewed through the partial update.

PMP:SSV3 Midsomer
Norton town park

Outline permission granted in October
2015 and reserved matters in July
2017. The policy remains relevant and
does not need updating

CS:SV3 Radstock
town centre
strategic policy

The overall approach will be reviewed
through the new Local Plan

PMP:SSV14 Charlton
timber yard

Site development completed

PMP:SSV17 Former
Radstock County
Infants

No application submitted

PMP:SSV20 Former
St Nicholas School

No application submitted

PMP:SSV18 Somer
Valley Campus

The policy remains relevant and does
not need updating

PMP:SSV11 St
Peter’s factory site

Outline permission granted in April
2016, reserved matters granted in April
2017. Under construction

PMP:SSV9 Old Mills
Industrial Estate

A Local Development Order is proposed
to facilitate development of the Somer
Valley Enterprise Zone. The boundary
and mix of uses needs to be reviewed
through the partial update

PMP:SR24 Land
adjacent to Temple
Inn Lane, Temple
Cloud

Site development completed




PMP:SR17 The
former orchard,
Compton Martin

Permission granted and under
construction. The policy remains
relevant and does not need updating

PMP:SR5 Pinkers
Farm, East Harptree

Permission granted and under
construction. The policy remains
relevant and does not need updating

PMP:SR6 Water
Street, East Harptree

Permission granted. However,
discussions are taking place in respect
of the deliverability of this permission.
The policy may need to be reviewed
through the partial update.

PMP:SR14 Wheelers
manufacturing block
works, Timsbury

Application has been submitted and
permission granted subject to section
106 agreement. The policy remains
relevant and does not need updating

PMP:SR15 Land to
the east of the St
Mary’s School
Timsbury

No application submitted. It needs to
be reviewed through the new Local
Plan.

PMP:SR2 Leafield,
West Harptree

Site development completed

CS:RAS5 Land at
Whitchurch strategic
site allocation

Under construction with consistent
delivery. The policy remains relevant
and does not need updating.




