Batheaston Parish Council
Highways Working Group held at 6pm on Tuesday, 2 June 2020
NOTES OF MEETING

1. Attendees: Paula Day, Catherine McCarthy Coordinator
2. Apology received from James Jeffery, Catherine Gregory

3. Estate Parking v Firstbus difficulties — There are two problems:
(a) Parking on the estate has become extremely difficulty. Some homes have 2 cars plus a van
resulting in cars having to park overnight on double yellow lines resulting in the parking attendant
issuing many parking fines, which in turn exacerbate the residents.
(b) Bad parking results in Firstbus not being able to traverse the Catherine Way loop without
mounting the pavement. Some bus drivers will attempt this action but most will not resulting in
Firstbus stopping their buses from attempting to drive round the estates from 7-30 pm onwards —
again the residents are unhappy.
(c ) I have been speaking with Neil Terry, Traffic and Parking Officer B&NES and one option Neil
has said he will look into is to put together a proposal to extend yellow lines at the hot spots - these
can then go into the annual yellow line review if we wish. He says that if the bus stops running in
the estate in the evenings, then double yellows could be changed to single yellows, allowing people
to park overnight. I am speaking with a few local residents to gauge their view.

ACTION HWG/B&NES

4. Batheaston Parking vs Bath’s Clean Air Zone

(a) The date for starting this project in Bath has been postponed until not before January 2021.

(b) Although the area initially stated as starting from the Toll Bridge I am told this has been
amended to a smaller area, it needs to be recognised that Batheaston will suffer greatly because of
the introduction of the CAZ and BPC will need to prepare for it. This may mean the introduction of
a Residents’ Parking Permit Scheme? ACTION HWG/BPC

5. CCTYV — Identifying necessity and locations

(a) Excellent helpful ‘guides’ sent round by Patrick V — thank you.

(b) BPC discussed CCTV back in January. It was decided not to pursue as BPC is unable to access
any current CCTV and we do not hold the relevant approvals. Also, there was not a majority in
favour of establishing the necessary controls to achieve this authority. In spite of this the Highways
WG wish to reconsider CCTV on the Stambridge pavement only owing to the criminal damage
caused to parish council Christmas lights 2019. Perhaps the local businesses along the pavement
may pay? ACTION HWG/BPC

6. LED Street Lights vs Orange SOX replacement

(a) BPC Clerk is in discussion with B&NES and other Parishes re a new contract with Volker.

Discussions are on-going.

(b) BPC own 17 SOX Orange lights and these need changing as any parts required are becoming

extremely expensive. B&NES have advised BPC to change to LED as a matter of urgency. New

LED lights cost approx. £500 each.

(b) West View Road have two lights B&NES believe belong to BPC but that is in question.
ACTION CLERK and HWG

7. Stambridge Roundabout Line Painting

(a) Owing to safety the yield lines surrounding this roundabout are in urgent need to repainting.
Tasos Papaloucas, Senior Engineer and Stefan Chiffers, Chief Engineer B&NES visited last year
and agreed. The work would be put forward for funding but a timeline is still to be finalised.
Funding within B&NES was deemed the problem. ACTION B&NES

8. Bannerdown — Marking Amendments (White ‘Hatch’ Lines)
(a) A report by Tasos Papaloucas, Senior Engineer B&NES stated: The only element left of the
work to be completed are the ‘hatch markings’. These are proposed to go on either side of the




carriageway to visually restrict the carriageway to 3 metres. A temporary Road Closure will be

required.
(b) The additional cost adversely impacts on available B&NES funds but if in the future funds are
made available, the outstanding element will be undertaken. ACTION B&NES

9. Elmhurst Pathway from School Lane to Garages

(a) This is a long outstanding B&NES issue. B&NES own the pathway and CURO own the angled
bank. A mtg was held last year and B&NES are sympathetic and understand the importance of this
path for access for School, Catherine Way, Northend and Coulpit Rd and have agreed they will
upgrade the path when further funding becomes available.

(b) This upgrade and improvement has since been put forward to B&NES for their Coronavirus
social distancing initiative whereby government funding has been attributed to local governments
for emergency improvements. Sarah Warren, Ward Councillor was fully on board with nominating
this pathway as a contender. ACTION B&NES/HWG

10. Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

(a) This 1s being discussed owing the anti-social behaviour on both our estates. Our PCSO Rich
Riley would like to see an estates NHWS set up but this will require many volunteers and co-
operation of many residents. ACTION HWG

11. Notice Boards — The delay has been in finding a builder to finalise
(a) The notice board at Bannerdown is redundant and will be moved to the wall by Stambridge Bus
Stop. This wall belongs to B&NES so consent is required.
(b) Repair the noticeboard in store room and place in Eagle Road which is also damaged.
(c ) Take down the damaged board by the Catherine Way cul de sac and do not replace
ACTION HWG/B&NES

12. Wall Repairs
(a) Fosse Lane — Trees are growing out of the left hand side wall below where the path cuts through

to Elmhurst and it is in a dangerous state. It has been determined that the wall belongs to CURO.
CM has emailed CURO to fix.

(b) Catherine Way — Another wall is at an angle having clearly been hit and again belongs to
CURO, who have been informed. ACION HWG/CURO

13. Grass Cutting on Estates

(a) As we approach easing of lockdown B&NES to be approached to find out when they will

resume grass cutting especially on our estates. Work does appear to be resuming slowly.
ACTION HWG

14. Weeds throughout Batheaston
(a) Our Handyman has been getting back to duties but at a responsible, socially distancing way and
has started on the weeds on the High St, both estates and Northend.

15. Potholes
(a) All residents are advised to acquaint themselves with the B&NES portal Fixmystreet and report
the pothole damage frequently.

16. Christmas Lights — Additional lighting along High Street

(a) HWG wish to extend its Christmas lights from the bus stop at Edison Ford down the High St to
the Riverside one side and to the pavement on the other side. This has been agreed by BPC and
funding has been allocated. It has been identified that temporary angled fixtures could be attached
to 10 LED lamp posts along these lines. Christmas trees will be attached to the fixings and heavy
duty batteries purchased.

(b) B&NES own the lamp posts and permission for the above work has been requested of their
Highways Electrical Team and we await their comment. ACTION B&NES/HWG




17. Victorian Road Signs - and PROW Signs

(a) I have added this as Batheaston have some beautiful Victorian cast iron painted white road signs
that are in very bad condition. The one in particular at Five Ways is in need of TLC. I have
contacted B&NES Community Engagement Team to see if they could possibly repair them or
provide some funding

(b) Similarly, there is one at the left turn to the Toll bridge

(c ) Many of our PROW signs are in very bad condition. I am speaking with Cheryl Hannan of the
PROW team to see what can be done by way of refurbishment. =ACTION HWG

18. Seasonal Hanging Baskets and Tubs
(a) 18 hanging baskets are with Tony at Bathford Nursery
(b) Flowers have been purchased for the large green tubs ACTION HWG

19. Penthouse Garden

(a) In recent years, this garden has only every been weeded and planted by volunteers. Once again,
it is falling into disrepair and finding volunteers is a difficult thing to do. B&NES own the steps,
but BPC own the garden. Therefore I am requesting that BPC take on the full annual responsibility
of providing funding for seasonal weeding and further planning as necessary. It is a shame for this
garden to continue to fall into decline as the steps are continually in use and links Northend with the

High Street, so this is very important ancient thoroughfare for residents.
ACTION HWG/BPC

20. Footpaths
(a) Rob Kendal is the Secretary of the Freeholders Association and is also a Cotswold Warden who

takes care of our public footpaths. B&NES PROW Team hold the overall jurisdiction over them.
BPC and residents are all expected to report any problems on the PROWs initially to Rob as he is
always happy for he and the team to take an early look with an idea to clear any problems.

21. Morris Lane — There are two identified problems
(a) Traffic speeds up Morris Lane and use it as a rat run to get to Bannerdown Rd. This has created
some very near misses with children and family pets.
(b) Cars drive past the not very clear ‘No Entry’ sign at the top and get so far down Morris Lane
that when they meet another car legally travelling up it they have to turn round and have to do so in
private driveways. Therefore the signage at the top needs to be much clearer.
(c ) This important issue is still with Kelvin Packer of B&NES and we await a decision.

ACTION HWG/B&NES

22. Green Gates, Steway Lane/Catherine Way
(a) During the first week of June, we had a potentially serious situation where a BBQ set alight a
resident’s garden on the top rank of Catherine Way and spread into the neighbours garden. The fire
brigade and ambulance came out causing tail backs of cars trying to get into the estate. This
resulted in many cars travelling the wrong way round the one way system causing mayhem. It was
reported on Batheaston Forward. I was asked to get the ‘green’ gates open to allow traffic out.
(b) They only key is held by a resident at 75 Catherine Way and she refused to hand the key over
before she was aware of all the facts. (This resident has held this key unofficially for many years).
Patrick and I decided this is a situation that cannot continue as there is no emergency procedure for
opening them.
(c) I have emailed B&NES as a highways issue and CURO as the hatched area appears to be on
CURO land to alert them to this inconceivable situation and request a formalisation of the
procedures for holding this key and therefore better control of opening them when required, ie more
keys should be held with parish councillors, or possibly changing the system to a remotely operated
one(?) They would be extremely difficult to force open should a true emergency arise.

ACTION HWG/B&NES/CURO




23. Cycling — Electric Bikes

(a) It has been mentioned on several occasions by residents as to why we don’t have an electric
cycle pod in Batheaston. This is a fantastic idea but HWG believe that if these bikes were held even
under lock and key at the Riverside that they would be vandalised. This is an ongoing action as it is
felt it does have much merit.

(b) Sarah Warren, Ward Councillor has advised that there is B&NES idea to open up the PROW
from Mill Lane across the fields at the Residential Home and on into Bath as a cycle lane. It will be
called Riverline. It is mentioned here as the cycle path from our bridge at the riverside forms the
initial section of this plan. ACTION HWG/B&NES

Catherine McCarthy Coordinator
Paula Day
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