
P a g e  1 | 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grow Batheaston – Playground Team Proposal 

To Batheaston Parish Council 

Version 1, 16th February 2021 

 

 



P a g e  2 | 17 

 

 

 

Summary ............................................................................................................................................... 3 

Location ............................................................................................................................................ 3 

1. Playground Development...................................................................................................... 3 

2. The ‘Wild Space’ .................................................................................................................... 4 

Phasing.............................................................................................................................................. 4 

Intention of this proposal ..................................................................................................................... 6 

Contributors to this proposal ................................................................................................................ 6 

Batheaston Parish Councillors consulted .............................................................................................. 6 

Playground development ...................................................................................................................... 7 

1.0 Proposal and ideas ...................................................................................................................... 7 

1.1 Considerations for development................................................................................................. 7 

1.2 Funding ....................................................................................................................................... 7 

1.3 Look and feel of the area ............................................................................................................ 7 

1.4 Accessibility ................................................................................................................................. 8 

1.5 Health and Safety ........................................................................................................................ 8 

The ‘Wild space’ .................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.0 Proposal and ideas ...................................................................................................................... 9 

2.1 Considerations for development................................................................................................. 9 

2.2 Funding ....................................................................................................................................... 9 

2.3 Look and feel of the area ............................................................................................................ 9 

2.4 Accessibility ............................................................................................................................... 10 

2.5 Health and Safety ...................................................................................................................... 10 

Urgent/important requests and timelines .......................................................................................... 11 

3.0 Playground ................................................................................................................................ 11 

3.1 ‘Wild’ space ............................................................................................................................... 11 

Conclusion .......................................................................................................................................... 11 

Appendix 1 - existing playground and ‘wild area’ ............................................................................... 12 

Appendix 2 - initial ideas and inspirational precedent images ............................................................ 14 

Appendix 3 - initial conceptual layout compiling the proposal ideas. ................................................. 17 

 

  



P a g e  3 | 17 

 

Summary 
This document outlines our ideas and proposal for the development of the Batheaston Playground 

and its surrounding area. Grow Batheaston (GB) would like to work with Batheaston Parish Council 

(BPC) and the village community volunteers to improve the experience of this important recreational 

space. This presents a great opportunity - one which we believe will improve access to and 

enjoyment of this valuable green space, providing betterment socially for the whole community and 

by focussing on environmentally friendly and creative solutions and ideas, we will make this project 

inclusive and inspiring. 

There are two distinctions outlined in this document. To create a robust and clear set of proposals, 

we have split up this document by location and phasing.  

Location 
We have segmented the proposal into the following areas, which is clearly defined within the 

existing site:  

1. Playground Development 
Consisting of the playground area, which focusses on developing the child and adult experience of 

the main playground.  (Refer to the Appendix for the existing site photographs.) 
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2. The ‘Wild Space’ 
Consisting of the overgrown area between the playground and St Catherine’s Brook. (Refer to the 

Appendix for the existing site photographs.) 

                                                    

Phasing 
Timescales are an important factor to ensure the project is successfully implemented. Therefore, we 

would like to suggest phases within the proposal that will consider the following:  

1. Present day implementation 

Urgent requests to meet the planting seasons for both locations, the supply and planting of 

native saplings in the form of narrow hedging, 5 plants per metre, which will soften the edges of 

the site, provide much needed shade in the summer, and will add to the biodiversity of the park. 

It will also provide children and adults with an enhanced recreational green space that will be 

enriching and healing in the current circumstances and will improve biodiversity for the whole 

area. 

✓ Proposed hedging in the playground area, by the garages and car park, and possibly in short 

lengths along the top fence edge. 
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✓ Planting some of the supply of native tree saplings that have been awarded to GB in the 

‘Wild Space’ near to the stream, this will help to alleviate flooding and stabilise the banks of 

the brook. 

 

2. Medium-term 

Consultation between GB and BPC, the school and village community for creative solutions 

around betterment of the playground and the ‘Wild Space’. 
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Intention of this proposal 
This document is intended as a working design document, enabling us to start capturing ideas for 

the potential of the locations. GB’s ethos is to create stronger connections amongst all who live in 

the community of Batheaston. Therefore, we are always open to discussion and to take a 

collaborative approach with a public consultation.  

Grow Batheaston met with Parish Councillors Squire and Lea at the Playground on 30th January 2021 

to discuss plans and ideas, as we planted 5 fruit trees in the seating area of the playground by the 

entrance gate. 

In this Version 1 of the design document, we have highlighted the initial ideas we have for the space 

and have explored the opportunities of what is possible.  

 

Contributors to this proposal 
Alison Harper, Ali Rogers, Craig Brookes, Win Myat Myat Phyo, Charlotte Egmore, Emily Wright. 

 

Batheaston Parish Councillors consulted 
Hannah Squire and Andrew Lea. 
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Playground development 

1.0 Proposal and ideas 
Working with the BPC Playground working group we wish to provide ideas and support for the 

implementation of the improvement of Batheaston Playground.  

We have included our initial compilation of ideas in a conceptual layout, alongside some inspiration/ 

precedent images which can be viewed in the Appendix. These are as follows: 

✓ additional provision of seating  

✓ accessible play equipment 

✓ trim trail and natural play features for all ages 

✓ community art and biodiversity enhancement projects, in particular, to have colourful 

artwork by the boundary elevation of the car park and fencing along the bottom end of the 

play area. 

1.1 Considerations for development 
We have already supplied an initial plan conceptualised by Win Myat Myat Phyo, an experienced 

landscape architect.  We want to approach this land as a multigenerational space – how can we 

make this amazing space accessible and useful to all ages. There are already plans on the 

improvement of the seating area at the top. Depending on the funding attracted by BPC and the 

opportunity for GB to seek funding, there are opportunities to make this an adventurous and 

accessible space for all. In conversation with parish councillors, we understand that the next phase 

of development will include consultation of residents – GB will fully support any discussions using 

our communication platforms and of course harness the skills-sets available. 

1.2 Funding 
BPC have applied to funding with Innovert and are awaiting a response. Depending on community 

proposals and consultation, GB can aim to attract additional funding to meet the aspirations of the 

village. 

1.3 Look and feel of the area 
GB are committed to creating a multigenerational recreational space, improving the provision of a 

space that will be available for all ages of the village.  

 

To find out more information, refer to the article, as follows: 

 https://www.bethesdahealth.org/blog/2019/03/29/the-benefits-of-intergenerational-activities/ 

https://www.bethesdahealth.org/blog/2019/03/29/the-benefits-of-intergenerational-activities/
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There will also be plenty of edible elements and willow structures to provide further shade and 

opportunity for play. 

To find out more information, refer to the article, as follows: 

https://www.treesforcities.org/our-work/schools-programme/edible-playgrounds 

1.4 Accessibility 
Due to the nature of the landform change within the playground, there has been a need for some 

time to make this space more accessible to those who may have difficulty safely moving down the 

slope. Our plans include an accessible and stable path to ensure the space is as inclusive as possible 

in both the accessibility and play aspects.  

1.5 Health and Safety  
We know that the Parish Council must meet national standards of safety for public spaces, in 

particular for the playground equipment. We will work with the council to ensure that any 

equipment is considered safe and meets with the quarterly safety inspection and insurance needs; 

whilst honouring the GB aspirations of helping our community to embrace biodiversity, 

sustainability, and a greener economy.  

https://www.treesforcities.org/our-work/schools-programme/edible-playgrounds
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The ‘Wild space’ 

2.0 Proposal and ideas 
We know that BPC have explored developing this space to be more useful and it has featured in a 

‘green corridor’ concept that the council have considered. GB would like to offer to manage this 

space and implement creative solutions that honour the BPC and GB aspirations. 

There’s a concrete block near to the playground entrance by the brook, which we can build an event 

space around, by planting willow on three sides to create a living stage, and landscape the space 

opposite to create a grass tiered seating auditorium. 

Other ideas as follows: 

✓ Interconnected paths snaking along the ‘Wild space’, journey following the brook and 

connecting to the wider green corridor  

✓ Creation of a mini forest 

✓ Additional tree and woodland edge planting  

Inspiration/precedent images can be viewed in the Appendix. 

2.1 Considerations for development 
We believe that it is sensible to approach this in a phased plan - starting with the areas closest to the 

playground, naturally progressing into other parts of the site.  

We would foster a relationship with the local youth club in order to build communication channels 

between the project and young people, who could hopefully take part in working parties on the site 

once COVID-19 restrictions are eased. The youth club has its AGM in March (6th or 7th we think) and 

this would be a good opportunity to start this dialogue. 

We would want to start the development of the area using village volunteers and from the GB 

community. We envisage that going forward we would manage this space and perhaps create a 

volunteer role like ‘Forest wardens’. All approaches we take will look to engender a sense of 

ownership which would of course actively discourage any kind of vandalism and encourage a sense 

of responsibility for the space by the entire community. 

 

2.2 Funding 
The native trees we have to be planted have been donated free to GB from  ‘I-dig-trees’ (a 

collaborative project between The Conservation Volunteers and OVO Energy) and we would like to 

use some of these. We can source future funding to develop this space, once BPC have approved the 

idea of GB being custodians of this space. 

 

2.3 Look and feel of the area 
This space is currently overgrown with brambles and plant debris, is unloved and strewn with litter. 

We envisage tidying the space and keeping the ‘wild’ feel of the area and including a mini forest 

approach. This could include a simple ‘woodland pathway’ along the length of the space leading 

from the playground towards the back of the football field. The area has the potential to connect 

with the possible plans for a ‘green corridor’, previously suggested by the parish council. 
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There has been increase in the creation of mini forests, using these to improve an area’s biodiversity 

and support carbon sequestration. This is an opportunity for us to contribute to this in our village, 

having declared a climate emergency as a parish. This is a short and informative video on the 

benefits of ‘tiny forests’; https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-56003562  

  

There is evidence that the increase in flooding has eroded the banks of the brook somewhat and 

some planting around the banks would hopefully diminish further bank erosion. We are also aware 

that further along the area towards the football field, the space is more open to the neighbouring 

land, so those residents may appreciate some further planting to provide privacy onto their land. 

We have also identified an area (approx. 2 x 3metres) covered in concrete (mentioned 2.0), near the 

playground entrance to the area. This would be ideal to create some sort of events hut where we 

could outside workshops and the youngsters could also use as a ‘hang-out’ space.  

We also discussed with councillors about the possibility of creating a sense of ownership for 

residents, perhaps each tree attributed to every child in the village and for new children born or 

coming to the area. This approach could also be plan into some kind of event as a celebration of 

community.  

2.4 Accessibility 
We would want to explore further with BPC how we want to approach the accessibility of the space, 

given that we need to consider both the safety and mini-forest elements of this project.  Perhaps we 

should consider another entrance to the wild space from the corner of the football field (Rhymes 

Pavilion end).  

2.5 Health and Safety 
There is no current intention to alter the fencing between this space and the playground to ensure 

that young children are still prevented from accessing this area. The space is still open to those who 

currently access the playground. We most likely will need to carry out some form of risk assessment, 

although village youngsters already play in this area; development of this space might encourage this 

more. 

There is also evidence of giant hogweed in the space, we would work with Parish contractors, who 

we believe have been treating this for the last few years, to ensure the safety of our community 

volunteers and playground users. 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-56003562
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Urgent/important requests and timelines 

3.0 Playground 
1. Present day implementation 

✓ We want to get the hedging into the playground asap as the trees are available now and the 

timing is paramount. 

 

2. Medium term 

✓ Start discussions with BPC and community of the possible ideas for the development of the 

site – get a date in the diary! 

 

3.1 ‘Wild’ space 
1. Present day implementation 

✓ We propose to plant some of the native trees already awarded to GB in an agreed layout 

with the Parish council. 

✓ We propose to clear some of the brambles and train the others up the bank before growing 

season. 

 

2. Medium term 

✓ Look at the development of a simple hut structure on the concrete block. 

✓ Develop the plan further to include establishing a simple pathway through the area. 

 

Conclusion 
By working together with BPC and the village community, GB is dedicated to carrying forward with 

the proposals through open dialogues and consultation.  

We look forward to receiving the decision from BPC for the most urgent requests listed in Section 

3.0, including any comments to this Version 1 working design document.  
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Appendix 1 - existing playground and ‘wild area’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Play area at the existing 

site – upper and lower 

areas. 

 

 

Play area existing site – Boundaries. 

Play area at the existing 

site – boundaries. 
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The ‘Wild space’ existing site – journey along St Catherine’s brook, starting adjacent to the play area. 
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Appendix 2 - initial ideas and inspirational precedent images  
Integrating art to boundaries; community engagement and biodiversity features. 
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Natural play/ structures and trim trail for all ages; accessible play equipment. 

 

 

Additional seating. 
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Outdoor amphitheatre to the ‘Wild space’ with opportunity for grass tiered seating. 

 

 

 

 

  

Examples of 

planting. 
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Appendix 3 - initial conceptual layout compiling the proposal ideas. 

 

 

  


