Village Green Spaces Environment improvements
Terms of reference for a working group

Objective

BPC to resolve to set up a ( Green Spaces) working group to look at ways in which we can improve
our local environment to the benefit of our residents.

This can include the current concept of a green corridor but must also evaluate any other options
that could be adopted for improvements to the green spaces of Batheaston village for
community benefit and resident welfare.

Membership

Three parish councillors, other group members need not be councillors.

Members of the current residents volunteer group would be welcome to join, however the BPC must
set the agenda, and the WG must report to the full BPC.

All members of the WG should declare any conflict of interests so that this can be fully transparent
for our residents. The WG can then make recommendations to the BPC who would then be required
to vote on any appropriate motions. Any such plans would need to be widely communicated to our
residents using whatever means of communication thought necessary e.g., a referendum, village
meeting, mail shot, leaflet, the BPC website etc. to ensure village wide consultation.

The working group would agree how regularly they would meet, meetings would be minuted and
there would be regular monthly update reports to the BPC from the leader.

Justification

| fear that, as a parish council, we are in danger of losing control of the above “concept” which has
yet to be officially agreed by the BPC.

Having read Councillor Vandersteen’s (PV) very eloquent paper, headed the Batheaston Village
Green Project, | believe that the BPC needs to re-establish its “ownership” of this concept on behalf
of Batheaston Residents. PV states in his chronology para-B that “the council has noted that the
project is now progressed within community by a resident volunteer group”. | have to question the
validity/legality of this group. They do not appear to have a published constitution or terms of
reference, and are without any declaration of interests, which | am sure some of them will have.
They were not appointed but appear to have been selected by virtue of responding to the chairman
of the BPC at that time. They are not accountable to the residents in any shape or form and are not
elected. The BPC cannot allow a group of volunteers to “manage this process or define the concept
on behalf of the BPC, as it is possible that this could result in council land being transferred.

Have we yet established the need for a Green Corridor? E.g., who asked for it? What will it achieve

and at what cost? Are there any alternatives on offer to improve our local environment or are we
solely focussed on one person’s view? Do we know what the village wants?
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