
Batheaston Parish Council Meeting, 23rd March 2021 – Clerk’s Report 

Summary  

As is my recent custom, I have to open my reports to Council with a reference to busy-ness: this 

month more than ever, and – depending on the outcome of tomorrow night’s meeting, we need to 

look at how to allow me time to catch up.  This will be an item to discuss with the Finance 

Committee at its April Meeting.  

The Annual Meeting of Electors 

This meeting is set for tomorrow evening, and the agenda has been published on our website, at the 

dedicated page.  I am aware that the meeting has generated a lot of interest, and some heated 

debate.   

I remind Councillors that this is not a Council meeting; that Council need not be governed by any 

decisions made at the meeting; and that Councillors should avoid commenting on behalf of the 

Council.  Cllr Squire will chair the meeting, and I recommend that it is she who answers any 

questions relating to the Council, calling on fellow Councillors if necessary.  

I will take notes of the meeting.  

Councillor Vacancies  

Following the resignation of 4 Councillors within the last month or so, I have posted the notice of 

vacancies on our website, which allows for 10 residents to request an election to these four posts. 

The deadline for this is 12th April.   

We have two open vacancies, to which we can co-opt Councillors, and intend to advertise these 

tomorrow, 24th March.   

Impact of Changes to Legislation  

The current Coronavirus Legislation, which allows explicitly for virtual meetings, expires on 6th May.  

As you are no doubt aware, gatherings such as would be required for Council meetings are not 

permitted until 21st June, at the earliest. It is therefore possible that Council will not be able to meet 

in the intervening period.  This would mean scheduled meetings of Council on 25th May, and of 

Finance Committee on May 11th and June 8th would have to be cancelled.  There is speculation that 

the Government will address this issue, before 6th May, but it is prudent to prepare.  

I therefore propose that Council approve the following motion  

“in the event that schedule Council meetings cannot proceed due to restrictions imposed by 

Government legislation, to exercise the Council’s power under Local Government Act 1972 Section 

101 to empower the Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer to do anything expedient and necessary to 

ensure the continuous business of the Council and to deal with mandatory undertakings in order to 

prevent the authority from incurring liability in the period from 7th May until revoked by Council and 

a legally called Council Meeting.” 

Note that I will – as before – seek informal guidance from Councillors as fully as possible on all 

substantive matters.  

Note also, that we should schedule an Annual Parish Council Meeting, which I propose that unless 

the above situation is resolved, is held on the evening of the scheduled April Council meeting, 27th 

April.   



Finally, the period concerned includes the Internal Audit meeting, on Friday 18th June.  

Councillor Training    

The Essential Councillor Course is booked for the evening of Monday 19th April, and I have pencilled 

in 19th May for a second course (to be confirmed).  

Richard Maccabee, Clerk to Batheaston Parish Council 


