
Batheaston Parish Council – Council Meeting 17th May 2022 

Clerk’s Report 

Finances  

There is a separate report on the status of finances on the agenda.  

 

I have submitted further information to reclaim VAT, to cover the period April 2019 to March 2020, 

with a value of £9,400. As this is above the annual limit; we can expect £7,500.  

I had hoped to be able to bring a recommendation forward for new electricity supplies, but our 

agent is awaiting one quote from a supplier that she recommends we include (not least because 

they are 100% renewable).  This should now be available for our June meeting.  

Playground Project 

There has been another delay on the installation of the slide and climbing net.  These are now 

scheduled to be installed from 7th June.  I have expressed our dissatisfaction to the supplier, and 

urged him to make sure that there is no further delay.  I am very conscious that this is a cause of 

much disappointment amongst children and parents.  

 

As soon as this work is done, I will bring a report to Council, with the full costs and review.  We can 

then commence on the next – and more exciting – phase of the project.  

The Queens Platinum Jubilee  

I have spent a considerable amount of time on some of the more mundane tasks to prepare for the 

party.  In particular arranging for the road closure signs to be put in place has taken a 

disproportionate amount of time (the respective constraints and clash of cultures of a Parish Council 

and a Highways Management Company).   

Nevertheless, the road closure is in place, with bus stop suspensions; I have applied for the Event 

Notice; and will be focusing on risk assessments over the next few days.  

Communications 

As noted on the agenda, I will develop a proposal for the Parish Council and Rural Leadership Group 

to coordinate efforts to manage The Batheaston Times in future, and to extend to other forms of 

communications, including the email distribution.   

Year-End and Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

This will be a major focus for me as soon as the arrangements for I am working with Rachel Orme to 

complete the year-end financial processes.  I will also prepare the other documents required for the 

AGAR to the May meeting.  The Internal Auditor is due to visit on 10th June, which should allow 

Council to approve the submission at its meeting on 21st June.  

Richard Maccabee, Parish Clerk  
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