
Batheaston Parish Council – Council Meeting 17th January 2023 

Clerk’s Report 

Summary  

This report covers the period since the last meeting 15th November 2022.  As ever, it has been a busy 

time, and I am pleased to report that a lot of progress has been made on finances, allowing Council a 

reasonable set of information for the decisions regarding the Precept.  

 

Other areas of focus have been the Riverside, with a number of jobs done, and more to do; the 

installation of signs restricting the length of stay in the car park; and the Playground, which has a 

number of maintenance jobs to do.     

I have not yet devoted the time needed to the Rhymes Pavilion, and this is now becoming a priority, 

along with a number of other important tasks on my to-do list, which I hope to have time to address 

once the budget is finalised.  

I cover here some specific items:  

Tree Survey   

We should undertake a survey of the trees for which we are responsible every three years.  This was 

last undertaken in November 2019, so is due now. I have asked BANES to quote to undertake the 

inspections and to produce a detailed inventory and report of recommendations for tree works is 

£250 (the previous survey cost just over £1,500).  Approval is sought to proceed.  

Needless to say, we can expect that this will yield a set of priorities to be addressed in the coming 

months, which may give rise to significant cost.  I have included £2,500 in the budget, which I 

suspect is at the low end of the possible range.  

Support for the Community, providing “warm spaces” 

I have previously mentioned that BANES are looking to develop a network of community and other 
buildings to provide a space for people to meet and keep warm. I have mooted the idea of extending 
the hours of Penny’s Pantry from its current 10:30-12:30 on Wednesdays; they are not able to 
resource this. I would welcome other ideas, if we can provide something ourselves, or help others to 
do so.   
  

Richard Maccabee, Parish Clerk  
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