Minutes of a Meeting of Batheaston Parish Council
held at 7:15pm on Tuesday 11t November 2025
at the Rhymes Pavilion

Present: Clirs Alexis Pavlou (Vice-Chair of Council),
Peter Bryant, Peter Lewis, Catherine McCarthy
and Sue Peachey

PROCEDURAL MATTERS

1. Council accepted apologies for absence from Clirs Squire (Chair of Council), Butt,
Gray, and Skelton.

CliIr Pavlou chaired the meeting in the absence of Clir Squire.

2. Council received declarations of interest from Councillors Bryant and Peachey,
regarding Item 10, Batheaston Sports Foundation, as they are trustees.

2.1. They asked for a dispensation to speak and to vote, as they do not believe
there is a conflict of interest at this point in establishing the Charity.

2.2. Council approved the dispensations.
3. There was no public participation regarding matters on the agenda.
4. Minutes of Previous Meetings

4.1. Council approved the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 14" October
2025.

LOCAL PLAN
5. To approve the Council’s response to the BANES Local Plan Consultation.

5.1. The Clerk introduced this paper, which represents the discussion Councillors
have had in meetings since the last Council meeting.

5.2. He tabled an amendment that was submitted by a resident in the past two
days.

5.2.1. Council approved the amendment.

5.3. The Clerk asked Council to consider the choice of two options in the document
relating to the B&NES proposals on Box Road.

5.4. Councillors asked for an amendment to the document with the latter option
deleted, and removing the word “perhaps” from the former.

5.4.1. Council approved the amendment.
5.5. Council approved the amended motion.

5.6. The Chair deferred the discussion of the next steps to develop a plan for the
Parish.
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FINANCE MATTERS
6. Staff Christmas Bonus

6.1. Council approved a proposal from ClIr Pavlou, Chair of HR Committee, for the
bonus to be paid for Christmas.

WORKING GROUPS
7. Highways Transport and Planning Working Group
7.1. Council received a verbal report from Clir McCarthy.
7.1.1. Council resolved to write to General Estates, who own and operate
the Toll Bridge, to request that they improve the flow of traffic on the

bridge to reduce the congestion on London Road West.

Clir McCarthy

7.1.2. Item withdrawn: to approve a list of sites for addition of 20mph limits
to be nominated to B&NES.

7.1.2.1. Councillors note that most of the roads within the village are
already subiject to this limit; no more are required at this time.

7.1.3. ClIr McCarthy summarised current activities for the Working Group:
7.1.3.1. speaking to the property owner on which the streetlight on West
View Road is situated, to try to find a way to cut back the

vegetation around it.

7.1.3.2. progressing the refurbishment and replacement of noticeboards
with the Clerk.

7.1.3.3. discussing ways of encouraging other residents from parking in a
disabled parking bay.

7.1.4. Finally, she reminded everyone that the Christmas Lights will be
switched on at 6pm on Friday 28" November.

8. Nature and Environment Working Group
8.1. Council received a verbal report from ClIr Lewis.

8.1.1. Council resolved to repair the stone masonry on the wall of the
Secret Garden at a cost of up to £5,000.

8.1.2. Council noted that the Clerk is seeking Planning Permission for those
parts of the work that are listed.

8.1.3. CliIr Lewis thanked ClIr Pavlou and the Clerk for sorting out the
gazebos in the storeroom.
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8.1.4. He noted that the works to stabilise, and hopefully save, the Mulberry
Tree have been submitted for planning consent.

8.1.5. Finally, he reported that a beaver has felled a tree on the other side of
the river near the footbridge.

9. Communication and Community Working Group
9.1. To receive a verbal report from ClIr Skelton.

9.1.1. To note the content submitted for the forthcoming Winter Edition of the
Batheaston Times.

9.1.2. This focuses on the Community Fund of £10,000, and that the
announcement of this would be supported on other channels:
Facebook and the email newsletter.
BATHEASTON SPORTS FOUNDATION
10. Batheaston Sports Foundation

10.1. Council received a report from the Trustees of the Batheaston Sports
Foundation

10.2. Council approved the Outline of Proposed Lease and Management
Agreement.

10.3. Council approved BSF’s draft operational plan for 2026.
10.4. Council approved nomination of Ms Emma Gray to be a trustee

10.4.1. The Clerk will contact her to complete the process of registration, and
to provide a Trustee pack

Clerk

10.5. Council approved the transfer of the ring-fenced reserve held by BPC to BSF
(ca £5,130) and a further £10,000 from the General Reserve.

STANDING ITEMS AND REPORTS
11. Planning Applications

11.1. Council resolved not to oppose the following Planning Application to Bath
and North East Somerset Council:

11.1.1. Reference Number: 25/04048/TCA.

11.2. Council noted further recent documents on:
Reference Number: 25/02637/FUL
Site Location: Barn Bailbrook Lane Lower Swainswick

Description of Proposal: Conversion of a barn into a dwelling

And Council resolved to submit supplementary comments.
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11.3. Council noted that no decisions have been notified by Bath and North East
Somerset Council since the last meeting.
12. Clerk’s Report
12.1. Council received a report from the Clerk.
13. Chair’s Report

13.1. To receive a verbal report from the Chairman.

13.1.1. Council approved a proposal to hold a party on Saturday 6" June
2026. They noted that this falls within the month of the River Festival,
and does not conflict with other events in the village.

Meeting Closed at 8:34pm
Forthcoming Meetings:

Parish Council Meeting, 9" December 2025

Council meetings are open to the public, and members of the public
are welcome to join and may speak by invitation.

6)5 9(\; V?/( Waceo, L}{’ 74
Signed: - — Parish Clerk Date issued: 15" November 2025
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